
4th Quarter 7th Grade ELA
PeakelPhillipslWilliamson

Hello Students!

During the next 5 weeks, we will be continuing our work with annotating texts,
determining the gist, gathering evidence, using evidence to support our writing, and
analyzing cause/effect, main ideas, themes, etc. These units build upon each other until
our final unit which brings all the information together for our current events. We, your
teachers, are available daily for any and all questions, concerns, and comments that
you may have as you are reading and writing. Make sure that you check your school
email and your Google Classroom as often as possible for any updates from your
teacher.

Coursework Expectations:
• Each unit includes articles providing grade level information; you may need to

reference a dictionary or use Google to determine the meaning of unknown
words or references

• As needed, you should use your active reading strategies of underlining main
ideas and key details, asking questions, and writing the gist.

• Writing expectations to receive credit are as follows: complete sentences, using
evidence from the text when prompted, at grade level, and grammatically correct.

**AII work should be kept together and handed in when notified at the end of the
semester**
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Week 1: Day 1: Native Americans and the European Arrival

Article 1: Colonial America I)epended on the Enslavement of Indigenous People
Textbooks are starting to show a more accurate view of American history. They now

include reports of the brutality that took place when European settlers first met the native people
of the so-called “New World.” But there are still many stories that have not been told.

Margaret Ellen Newell is a college history professor. She writes about one such
overlooked story in her book. She writes that New England colonists relied on the slave labor of
thousands of Native Americans to build their new lives. Slavery is the practice of owning
someone else and forcing them to work without paying them.
Skipped over the slavery of native people

After World War I, historians sometimes skipped over the slavery of native people.
Newell writes that these historians chose to instead talk about the “uniqueness of New England.”

While researching her first book, Newell came across a list of Native American slaves
kept by colonists in Massachusetts. She was surprised. She had been taught that New England
colonists didn’t keep Native Americans as slaves, because they often ran away. But that was not
true.

The colonies “depended on slavery,” Tanya H. Lee writes. She is a reporter for Indian
Country Today. It is a news website. She writes that many houses “functioned only because of
slavery.” In fact, the colonists fought two wars to keep Native Americans as slaves.
Native Americans were killed, forced to work

In the 1630s, Connecticut was home to the mighty Pequot tribe. European settlers wanted
this tribe’s land. In order to get it, the settlers persuaded other Native American tribes to help
them light the Pequots. In 1637, they burned a Pequot village on the banks of a river. This killed
400 to 700 Pequots, says the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Connecticut. It is a group
that records the history of Connecticut. The Pequots who survived the war were captured and
sold as slaves.

King Philip’s War took place in the mid-i 670s. In this war, some Native Americans
fought English settlers. They were protesting slavery. The Native Americans of New England
lost the war. After the war ended, about half of all Native Americans in New England were
forced to work “as indentured servants or slaves,” Lee writes.
The Spanish relied on it, too

The English colonists weren’t the only ones to use slave labor, of course. The Spanish
relied on “Indian labor in most of their colonies,” writes Alan Gallay. He is an American
historian.

Enslaving Native Americans became one of the main ways for American colonies to
make more money. “From 1670 to 1720 more Indians were shipped out of Charleston, South
Carolina, than Africans were imported as slaves,” Gallay writes. “And Charleston was a major
port for bringing in Africans.”
Fewer Native American slaves in the late 1700s

As the African slave trade took off in the late 1 700s, many Africans were brought to the
U.S. as slaves. This meant that fewer Native Americans were kept as slaves. Also, many tribes
had been forced off their land. Then the U.S. forced them to move to the Western U.S. But,
something else was taking place. Some Native Americans were marrying African Americans.
Their children were then called “colored.” They were not counted as Native Americans. This



erased their Native American ancestry. DNA technology has helped keep their story from being

lost to time.
The history of Native American enslavement continues to he a complicated and dark part

of America’s history. It is a story that deserves to be told.

Reporting Live from the 1600s: Imagine you are a reporter who has been tasked with covering

the early relations between Native Americans and the colonists. Craft four questions, two

directed at Native Americans, and two at colonists. Answer two of your questions from the

perspective of the Native Americans or the colonists.

Article 2: Native Americans: A History of the Sioux
Among the hundreds of American Indian peoples, perhaps the best known are the Sioux.

They played a prominent role in U.S. history as the country expanded westward during the

1800s. Several Sioux leaders, including Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, rank among the most

famous Native Americans. Today. the Sioux arc still one of the largest Native American groups.

The name Sioux is a shortened form of Nadouessioux, meaning “snakes” or “enemies.”

The label was originally applied to them by the Ojibwa tribe, who often fought with the Sioux.

The Sioux are not a single tribe. Actually, they are an alliance of tribes who all

traditionally spoke related languages. There were three major language divisions among the

Sioux peoples: the Santec spoke [)akota, the Yankton spoke Nakota, and the Teton spoke Lakota.

The language names — Dakota, Nakota and Lakota — are also commonly used to identify the

three tribal groups.
The Sioux way of lifr

Before the rnid-1600s, the Santee Sioux lived in the area around Lake Superior. There

they gathered wild rice and other foods, hunted deer and buffalo, and speared fish from canoes.

Warfare with the Ojibwa tribe eventually drove the Santee into what is now southern and

western Minnesota. At the time, that area was the territory of the Teton and Yankton. Then, the

Santee forced these two groups from Minnesota into what are now North and South Dakota.

Both the Teton and Yankton were originally farming tribes. However, as horses became

more common both switched to buffalo hunting.



The Beginning of the struggle for the West
The Teton and Yankton eventually controlled a vast territory. It covered parts of what are

now Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming.
By the mid-i 800s, more and more white settlers were passing through this territory as

they traveled west in search of gold. The U.S. government wanted to avoid trouble between the
settlers and Native Americans. In 1851, it signed a treaty with the Sioux and other Plains
peoples.

The treaty decided where each tribe would live. The Santee Sioux gave up most of their
land in Minnesota and accepted a reservation in return for money.

The U.S government did not keep its word, however. it failed to deliver the money and
food it had promised. Soon many Indians who had given up their land were starving.

In 1862. Santee warriors led by Little Crow rebelled. More than 400 settlers and 70 U.S.
soldiers were killed during what is known as the Sioux Uprising.

The U.S. Army crushed the rebellion, and hanged 38 Santee. After their defeat, the Anny
moved the Santee to reservations in Dakota Territory and Nebraska.
The Sioux Uprising was not the last battle between the Sioux and the United States.

From 1865 to 1867 the Oglala Sioux chief Red Cloud Led thousands of warriors to stop
construction of the Bozeman Trail. The trail connected parts of Montana to the Oregon Trail.
Pioneers and settlers looking for gold used the trail and wanted it made wider to get their wagons
through it. But Native Americans had been traveling on the trail for hundreds of years. In
December 1866, Sioux warriors killed around 80 U.S. soldiers.
The Battle of the Little Bighorn and the cessation of war

In a treaty signed in 1868, the United States agreed to abandon the Bozeman Trail and
granted the Sioux a large reservation covering what is now South Dakota west of the Missouri
River. When gold was discovered in the Black Hills in the mid-i 870s, however, thousands of
miners swarmed onto the reservation. Their arrival led to another round of fighting.

At the Battle of the Little Bighorn in June 1876, Sioux and Cheyenne warriors
annihilated Lieutenant Colonel George A. Custer and his 200 men. This stunning Indian victory
brought a flood of U.S. troops to the area. The overpowered Sioux formally surrendered in
October, after which most tribal members returned to their reservations. The chiefs Sitting Bull,
Crazy Horse and Gall continued the fight, however. Crazy Horse surrendered in 1877 and was
killed later that year. Sitting Bull and Gall escaped to Canada for several years, but finally
surrendered in 1881.

Reservation life was difficult for the Sioux. White buffalo hunters had almost killed off
all of the buffalo from the Plains, and crooked government officials often stole money and food
intended for the Indians. In time, a new religious movement, the Ghost Dance, took hold among
the Sioux. It promised the disappearance of white settlers and the return of the traditional Indian
way of life.

Believing that the Ghost Dance religion threatened the uneasy peace, the U.S.
government moved to squash the movement. In 1890, U.S. troops massacred more than 200
Sioux men, women and children at Wounded Knee. South Dakota. The attack ended Indian
resistance to white settlement.

Today, there are more than 170,000 people of Sioux descent living in the United States.
Many live on reservations in Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.



1. Which section of the article highlights the idea that the Sioux came into conflict with

white settlers?
A. Introduction [paragraphs 1 -31

B. “The Sioux way of life”

C. “The beginning of the struggle for the West”

I). ‘The Battle of the Little Bighorn and the cessation of war”

2. According to the article, there is much diversity within the Sioux people.

Which paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-31 BEST supports the idea outlined

above?

A. Paragraph 1

B. Paragraph 2

C. Paragraph 3

3. What was the MOST important reason why Red Cloud led a rebellion?

A. to prevent the U.S. from taking over a Sioux trail

B. to prevent the U.S. from using the Sioux’s natural resources

C. to prevent the U.S. from destroying the Sioux religion

D. to prevent the U.S. from arresting Sioux people

4. What is MOST likely the reason the author included information about the Ghost Dance

religion?

A. because it related to the protection of the Bozeman Trail

B. because it increased conflict between the Sioux and the U.S. government

C. because it was the oldest religious practice in the history of the Sioux

D. because it is still an important religious practice for the Sioux who live on reservations



Week 1: Day 2: The Thirteen Colonies
Article 1: Early British Colonies in America
In the early 1 600s, Europeans sailed across the Atlantic to explore what was then called the New
World. Their reasons for wanting to settle in present-day America varied, but many were seeking
religious freedom and economic opportunity. The Spanish were the first to explore the New
World when Christopher Columbus sailed in 1492. However, it was England that established the
first colony, in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607.

The American colonies can be divided into three groups based on their geographic
location: New England, the middle colonies and the Southern colonies. Each region had its own
unique climate and social, political and economic characteristics.
New England Colonies

The founders of the New England colonies had a mission that was entirely different from
that of the Jamestown settlers. Although they were in search of economic opportunity, their main
goal was religious. Fed up with the ceremonial Church of England, Pilgrims and Puritans sought
to reshape society to match what they believed God wanted.

Religious strife in England reached a peak in the 1 500s. When Henry VIII broke with the
Catholic Church of Rome and established his own church, religious life in England was upended.
The new church under the kings leadership was known as the Church of England. It was
approved by the English Parliament, but not everyone was willing to accept it. At first, bloody
battles were waged between English Catholics and the followers of the new church, who were
known as Anglicans. The rule of Queen Elizabeth I brought an end to this bloodshed. However,
the battle waged on in the hearts of the English people.

Pilgrims and Puritans both believed in the teachings of the protestant theologian John
Calvin. According to Calvin, neither the teachings of the Catholic Church nor those of the
Anglican Church were faithful to God’s will. By the end of Elizabeth’s reign, England was a
nation of many different faiths.

The Stuart Family, who ascended to the throne after the death of Elizabeth, made matters
worse for the followers of John Calvin. King James and his son Charles supported the Church of
England, but secretly admired the ceremonies of the Catholic Church. To these kings, Calvin was
a heretic, a man whose soul was doomed for his rejection of proper religious views.

The Pilgrims, called the separatists in England because of their desire to separate from
the Anglican Church, were persecuted. The Puritans, so named for their desire to purify the
Church of England, experienced the same degree of harassment. By the early I 600s, each group
had decided that England was no place to put their controversial beliefs into practice.

To both groups, the New World seemed the perfect place to realize their ambitions. The
land was unspoiled. Children could be raised without being infected by wrongheaded English
religious ideas. The chance to create a perfect society was there for the taking.

By 1620, the seeds for a new society, quite different from the one already established at
Jamestown, were planted deeply within the souls of a few brave pioneers. Their quest would
form the basis of New England society.
Middle Colonies

Americans have often prided themselves on their rich diversity. Nowhere was that
diversity more evident in pre-Revolutionary America than in the middle colonies of
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Delaware. People of English, Swedish, Dutch,
German, Scots-Irish and French origin lived side by side. Algonquian and Iroquois Indians also



lived in the middle colonies. So, too, did a sizable number of African slaves, at least during the
early years. Unlike solidly Puritan New England, the middle colonies were home to an
assortment of religious groups, including Quakers, Mennonites, Lutherans, Dutch Reformed,
Calvinists and Presbyterians.

The cities of New York and Philadelphia grew at a fantastic rate. They gave rise to
brilliant thinkers, such as Benjamin Franklin. who earned respect on both sides of the Atlantic.
In contrast to New England, where the rocky soil made large-scale agriculture difficult, the

middle colonies were fertile. Wheat and corn from local farms helped lèed all the American
colonies,
Southern Colonies

While New England’s development centered on trade, and the middle colonies fed

America. the Southern colonies turned to cash crops. The two most important were tobacco and

cotton.
Virginia was the first successful Southern colony. Immediately to its north was Maiyland.

In both colonies, tobacco became the most important crop. To the south lay the Carolinas, and in

the Deep South was Georgia, the last of the original 13 colonies.
The South’s focus on growing cash crops led to the development of a slave labor force

that was largely unknown north of Maryland. Slaves were present in the North but were much
more important to the South. They were the backbone of the Southern economy.

Wealthy Southern plantation owners built elaborate mansions that recreated the great
estates of the English nobility. Many enjoyed a lifestyle they would never have been able to
achieve in the old country.

Compare/Contrast: Label each circle with a colony from early America. List evidence from

the passage to explain how the colonies were similar and different.



Article 2: Settlement: Jamestown and the Founding of English America
Shortly before Christmas in 1606, three small ships left England for North America. The plan was

to set up England’s first permanent colony there. The fleet commander was Captain Christopher Newport,
who had made many voyages to the Caribbean and knew as much about American waters as any
Englishman alive.

The largest of the ships was the Susan Constant, which carried 71 passengers and crew. The
Godspeed followed with 52 men on board. while the smallest ship, Discovery, with 21 men, ferried
supplies and messages between the larger ships.
This expedition was not the first attempt to establish a colony in America. Sir Walter Raleigh set up three
voyages between 1584 and 1587. His half-brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, led the first attempt but failed.

The next attempt landed on Roanoke Island in 1585. In the winter of 1586, a small group
searched the Chesapeake Bay areas for deeper harbors. England was at war with Spain and needed places
for attacking Spanish treasure ships crossing the Atlantic. But problems with Native Americans and the
harsh winter forced their return to England.

The third attempt, made in 1587. was led by John White. It ended in failure with the
disappearance of 11 7 men, women and children. This became known as the Lost Colony of Roanoke.
King James wanted to colonize North America

In 1604, King James I of England signed a peace treaty with Spain and no longer needed ports for
attacking Spanish ships. Yet he still wanted to claim land in North America, search for gold or silver
mines, find a passage to the Pacific Ocean and trade with Native American peoples. On April 10, 1606,
the king granted a charter to the Virginia Company to create two colonies. One was on lands that today
would be between North Carolina and New York. The other stretched up through Maine. The Virginia
Company of London sponsored the southern colony and created a local council with an elected president.

The settlers arrived off the Virginia coast on April 26. Along the James River, the council selected
a site on a peninsula about 50 miles from the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay. They named the settlement
Jamestown for their king.

The English had settled in a region ruled by a powerful Indian chief named Powhatan, the father
of Pocahontas. The Native Americans called the area Tsenacoinmacah and it included more than 30
tribes. The colonists tried to establish friendships to encourage trade. An attack on the English settlement
by several hundred warriors in May changed things, however. The colonists quickly built a triangular fort
facing the James River.
Jamestown struggled until more colonists and supplies arrived

Early explorations found that the area was rich in natural resources. The Indians hinted at great
wealth in the mountains to the west. The colonists felt safe in their fort. Flowever. after Captain Newport
returned to London in June 1607, disease, Native American attacks, polluted drinking water and bad food
killed about two-thirds of the men. Jamestown was dying.

More colonists and fresh supplies caine in 1608. Captain John Smith led two explorations west
but found no gold and no river to the Pacific Ocean. His new plan was for the colony to produce goods
that could be sent back to England.

Meanwhile, the Virginia Company of London wanted more money from the colonists. The colony
manufactured more goods and the search for gold started again. Efforts were also made for the Powhatans
to become Christians.
More colonists led to more problems

Hundreds of colonists arrived between 1608 and 1609, which led to more problems with the
Powhatans. In the winter of 1609, the Powhatans trapped the colonists, cutting off food supplies to
Jamestown Island. During “the starving time,” the colony’s numbers dropped from about 280 to 90. Only
the arrival of Sir Thomas Gates, Lord Delaware, and hundreds of new settlers in the spring of 1610 saved
the settlement.



These men set up new laws. The people had to go to church twice a day. No one could swear, and

words of treason against the leaders, stealing company goods and trading with the Indians without

pennission could be punished by death. A person could be whipped for other minor wrong-doings.
By the early 1620s, the colony was booming and the white population had risen to well over

1,000. As tobacco exports increased, planters sought more workers, so between 1618 and early 1622,

about 3,000 new settlers arrived. Yet the spread of English settlements and taking of Indians’ lands

brought misery and bitterness to the native peoples. Led by Opechancanough, who became chief after the

death of his brother, Powhatan, the Native American warriors attacked settlements all along the James

River on March 22, 1622, killing about 350 settlers.
Virginia Company Of London went out of business

The uprising and further losses of life and property were devastating blows to the Virginia

Company of London, and it went out of business. King James took control of Virginia, which became

England’s first royal colony in America. The war with the Powhatans continued, but colonists quickly

rebuilt plantations to keep up with the demand for tobacco. The success of tobacco farming and the final

defeat of the Powhatans brought success to Jamestown after 1625.
The English learned hard lessons about what a colony must do to survive. Jamestown presents

two sides of the American story. England’s New World offered opportunities for advancement unthinkable

at home, yet colonization unleashed powerful forces that were catastrophic for the Native American
peoples, whose lands were taken by colonists so the country could grow and become rich.

Choose any subject from the article and complete the graphic organizer from their point of view.

Think & Feel?

Hear? See?

& Do?



Week 1: Day 3: Causes of the American Revolution
Article 1: War of Words Erupts into the American Revolution
Directions: identity/Label three different sections of this article: 1. Events that led up to the
American Revolutionary War (before 1775) 2. Events that occurred during the war (1775-1783)
and 3. Events that occured after the war (1783

‘No taxation without representation!t’
“Give me liberty or give me death!”
These famous sayings lit the spark that started the American Revolution. Many colonists

felt they had few freedoms under British rule. Other colonists were not sure if they supported
independence. Then they heard the powerful words of patriots such as Thomas Paine. Samuel
Adams, Patrick Henry and, eventually, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.

The Declaration of Independence in 1776, the American Revolution and the Articles of
Confederation created a nation out of a group of colonies.
The Declaration of Independence

In the 1770s, the relationship between Britain and the American colonies grew worse.
The colonies called a series of meetings. On July 4, 1776, the delegates approved the Declaration
of Independence, giving birth to the United States of America.

Thomas Jefferson, a delegate from Virginia, wrote the Declaration of Independence. It
was mainly a list of complaints against the British king. Jefferson’s words showed he felt a new
government should take shape. He seemed to base them on the writings of John Locke. He was a
philosopher who said that governments exist to secure the rights of the people and get their
powers from the people. Jefferson reasoned that since the British government had abused these
rights, the colonists had the right “to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government.”
The Revolution and the Articles of Confederation

The British, of course, did not accept that its American colonies had declared their
independence. England continued to send troops to stop the rebellion. The war lasted until 1783,
and so the new American government began during wartime,

The Articles of Confederation established that government. It was an agreement among
the 13 original states and America’s first constitution. The Articles of Confederation were written
in 1776 but not ratified by the states until 1781. Its words were a reaction to the strong central
authority of King George III.

Above all, the colonists wanted to preserve their liberties. The Articles of Confederation
gave most powers to the states. The central government was weak and consisted only of a
legislature. However, its lack of power proved to be a disaster. It could hot regulate trade or keep
the states from printing their own money. The head of the government could not make any real
decisions, and there was no national court to settle disputes among states. Perhaps most
importantly, the states could not coordinate to efficiently fight a war, nor pay the debts once the
war was over.
Shays’ Rebellion and the Constitution

By 1786, the new country was in serious trouble with states quarreling over boundary
lines and tariffs. An economic depression left not just the states in trouble. Many ordinary
citizens, such as farmers and merchants, were deep in debt as well. Farmers in Massachusetts
were being asked to pay high taxes. hut their crops had been ruined during the Revolution and
they owed money. They had to borrow money to build new farms.



The revolt by angry farmers in western Massachusetts called Shays’ Rebellion,

symbolized the chaos in the country. Even though the Massachusetts militia finally put the

rebellion down, it showed how the central government was unable to maintain law and order. In

reaction, Alexander 1-lamilton of New York began organizing a meeting in Philadelphia in 1787.

This convention would eventually throw out the Articles of Confederation and draft the
Constitution to build a stronger government.

In the end, the colonists created a government that preserved their liberties but could not

keep law and order. It failed but helped the founders to find the perfect balance between liberty

and order within the U.S. Constitution.
Timeline: What were three major events that occured that prompted the American

Revolution? State the event, the date, and what events followed because of it.

Event i)ate Event that followed

Article 2: Events Leading to Americaii Independence
in 1763, few people would have predicted a revolution in America just 1 3 years later.

There were no signs that Britain’s American subjects were particularly unhappy — at least Ofl the

surface. The Colonies were well oft. Likewise, King George III was not particularly oppressive

— surely not as much as previous kings. How, then, in a few short years did everything change?

What happened to make the American colonists, most of whom thought of themselves as English
subjects. want to break the ties that bound them to England?

Much happened between the years of 1763 and 1776. The colonists felt unfairly taxed,
watched over like children, and ignored when they raised grievances. For their part, the British
found the colonists unwilling to pay their fair share for the administration of the British Empire.

After all. citizens living in England paid more in taxes than was asked of any American. Soon,

some began questioning how it could be that a tiny island nation could rule the American

continent. A few key events would tip the English and colonists into war.
The Royal Proclamation of 1763

The Treaty of Paris marked the end of the French and Indian War. It granted Britain a

great deal of North American land, but created a new series of problems.
The British gained the entire area between the Appalachian Mountains in the east and the

Mississippi River in the west. Still they tried to discourage American colonists from settling in it

because they didn’t have enough officials to run. Also, French settlers and the Native Americans

continued to fight against the British after the peace had been reached. But this was not
acceptable to their Colonial subjects. The Colonies themselves had began planning to expand

their western boundaries. They thought it was a plot to keep them under Britain’s thumb. It

became part of the long list of events where one side was misunderstood or ignored by the other.



Britain imposes taxes on Colonies
For more than 150 years, Britain had allowed the Colonies to more or less govern

themselves. Suddenly, Britain began controlling the Colonies and enforcing its trade laws. The
British began charging the American colonists taxes because the country needed money. War had
been expensive for England. The taxes on American colonists were lower than those on British
citizens. The money was used to pay for some of the cost of maintaining British troops in the 13
Colonies.

The Americans, however, saw it differently. Americans thought the British troops were
there only to watch them, and they did not want to pay for that. Also, the colonists had no
representation in the British Parliament. This means there were no colonists in the British
government who could represent the Colonies when decisions were being made. To tax the
colonists without allowing them representation denied them their rights as Englishmen.
Stamp Act is passed

When parliament passed the Stamp Act in March 1765. it became the first direct tax on
the Colonies. Now, every legal document had to be written on stamped paper to prove colonists
had paid taxes. Proof of owning land, wills, marriage licenses and other contracts were not legal
unless they were prepared on this special paper. Newspaper, dice and playing cards also needed
proof that taxes had been paid. American activists burning the Stamp Act in outrage. They were
not pleased that Parliament had passed a direct tax on them. Photo from Wikimedia.

“NO taxation without representation! “the colonists insisted.
Boycotting BritaiWs goods

The colonists refused to buy British goods. Soon, the pressure on England from
struggling British merchants was too great to bear, and the Stamp Act was repealed the following
year.
Declaratory Act

Relations were tense between the American Colonies and England. The British did not
want the colony leaders to think they had power, so the British Parliament approved the
Declaratory Act. It said England still had total control over the Colonies and could still tax the
Colonies if it wanted.

Next. taxes were placed on glass, paper and tea. The money from the taxes would be used
to pay the British governors of the Colonies. Usually, a colony had power over it.s governor’s pay,
and his pay could be held hack if the colony was unhappy with the governor. The colony could
make the governor do what it wanted. Now, the governors of the Colonies would he paid by the
British government, and colonists lost some of their power.
Taxing time for colonists

The colonists stopped buying goods from England, and British sellers began losing
money. Soon, the British government had no choice. Most of the new taxes were ended, hut the
tax on tea was kept.
Tensions rise in Boston

An illustration of the Boston massacre of 1770 shows British soldiers are firing at angry
American colonists that were gathered in protest of British taxes. Nowhere was there greater
resentment over the taxes than in Boston. The city was ready to riot and British officials in
Boston feared for their lives. British soldiers were sent to Boston.



The Boston Massacre
On March 5, 1 770. a mob of about 60 angry townspeople began hurling rocks and

snowballs at soldiers. The British fired, taking the lives of five men, including Crispus Attucks, a
former slave.
Boycott on tea

Patriots told people not to buy tea, but many went further. British ships carrying tea were
met with threats of violence in almost all American ports. Most ships turned around.
The Boston Tea Party

In Boston in 1773, Governor Thomas Hutchinson allowed three ships carrying tea to
enter the harbor. On a cold December night, townspeople disguised themselves as Native
Americans and stormed the ships. tossing 342 chests of tea into the water. If that amount of tea
was sold today it would be worth about $750,000.
The Intolerable Act

Parliament was utterly led up with the Colonies. It passed the Intolerable Act, which
closed Boston Harbor until the owners of the tea were compensated for their loss. Town meetings
were banned, and the power of the royal governor was increased. it was under these tense
circumstances that the First Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia on September 5,
1774. It was the first time the Colonies came together to oppose the British.

Create a Postcard from the Past:

1 The front of the post card should include a colored image or illustration from something you
would have seen during this time period or something to represent independence.

2. The back should describe what it was like to be a colonist using specific details from the
text.

3. It should also explain the colonist’s opinion about independence.
4. This should be written to a family member or friend who is unsure about which side to

support.
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Week 1: Day 4: Causes of the American Revolution
Article: A Spectacular Ride
Directions. As you read, identify (use two dfferent colors, underline/circle/star, etc.) 1. the
struggles the main characterfaces and 2. the different ways the main character overcomes these
struggles.

The evening sky that appeared on April 26, 1777, was not natural. The red glow was in

the east, not in the west where the sun was setting. Sixteen-year-old Sybil, the eldest of eight

children in the Ludington family, could see the worry in her mother’s eyes. Would her husband,

Henry Ludington, have to go away again? Henry was the colonel and commander of the only

Colonial militia regiment between Danbury, Connecticut, and Peekskill, New York.

Thudding hooves in the yard abruptly ended the family’s evening meal. Henry went to the

door as Sybil and her sister Rebecca got up and began to clear the table. The girls were washing

dishes when their father came back into the room with the courier at his side.

“Here” said the colonel, “sit you down and have some supper.” Sybil glanced over her

shoulder and saw that the weary messenger was no older than she.

Across the room, her parents were talking together in low tones. Her father’s voice rose.

“Sybil, leave the dishes and come here,” he said. Obeying quickly, she overheard her father as he

again spoke to her mother. “Abigail, she is a skilled rider. It is Sybil who has trained Star, and the

horse will obey her like no other.”

Turning to his daughter, Colonel Ludington said, “That red glow in the sky is from

Danbury. British soldiers are burning it. There are about 2,000 soldiers, and they’re heading for

Ridgefield. I must stay here to organize and prepare for the battle that comes, but someone must

alert our men. They will have to leave their families and crops again. The lull in fighting is over.”

“I’ll go! Star and I can do it!” Sybil exclaimed. She faced her mother. “Star is sure of foot

and will carry me safely.”

“There are dangers other than slippery paths,” her mother said. “Outlaws or deserters or

even British soldiers may be on the road. You must be wary in a way that Star cannot.”

“I can do it,” Sybil declared. Without another word, Abigail turned to fetch a woolen cape

to protect her daughter from the wind and rain. One of the boys was sent to saddle Star, and

Sybil soon swung up onto her sturdy horse. The colonel placed a stick into her hand.



As though reciting an oath, she repeated her father’s directions: “Go south by the river,

then along Horse Pound Road to Mahopac Pond. From there, turn right to Red Mills, then go

north to Stormville.” And then she was off.

As Sybil approached the first few isolated houses, windows or doors flew open. The

sound of a galloping horse at that time of night put people on alert. She shouted her message and

rode on. As she neared a small hamlet, she could see many small houses at the edge of Shaw’s

Road, but everyone was in bed. Lights had not flared up at the sound of Star’s hoofbeats, and

Sybil pulled the horse to a halt. Then she rode up to one cottage after another and beat on each

door with her stick.

“Look at the sky!” she shouted. “Danbury’s burning! All men muster at Ludington’s!”

At each village or cluster of houses, she repeated a similar cry. When lights began to

shine and people were yelling and moving about, she spurred her horse onward. Sometimes, the

paths Sybil rode on were slippery with mud and wet stones, and the terrain was often hilly and

wooded. Sybil’s ears strained for sounds of other riders who might try to steal her horse or stop

her mission. Twice she pulled Star off the path while unknown riders passed within a few feet.

By the time they reached Stormville, Sybil’s voice was almost gone. But the town’s call to arms

was sounding as horse and rider turned homeward.

Covered with mud and tired beyond belief, Sybil could barely stay on Star’s back as they

rode into their own yard close to dawn. She had ridden nearly 40 miles that night. Several

hundred men were milling about. She had roused them in time, and Ludington’s regiment

marched out to join the Connecticut militia. They helped rout the British at Ridgefield, driving

them back to their ships on Long Island Sound.

Afterward, General George Washington gave his personal thanks to Sybil for her

courageous deed. Today, visitors to Putnam County, New York, can follow roadside markers that

retrace Sybil’s route. A statue of Sybil on horseback stands at Lake Gleneida in Carmel, New

York. And in 1978, a commemorative postage stamp was issued in her honor, bringing national

attention to the heroic young girl who rode for independence.



Part I: List the main character’s struggles or conflicts in the web chart below.

Using your Web Chart, how would you describe Sybil’s character? Select at least two conflicts

from your web chart to support your reasoning.



Part II: Write a letter to Sybil. Ideas to include I. What does her story mean to you? 2. What did

it show you about how to approach and overcome a challenge? or 3. What do you do to

overcome challenges? Use specitic details from the story in your letter.

I)car Sybil,

Sincerely,



Week 1: Day 5: Westward Expansion
Article 1: An Overview of U.S. Westward Expansion
In 1803, the United States bought a huge piece of land from France. This new territory was
known as the Louisiana Purchase. It doubled the size of the country. President Thomas Jefferson
believed the United States needed to keep growing. He said much land was available out west.
This land could be used to add more states. Many more people could live there. This was known
as Westward Expansion. Jefferson believed owning land made a person free. A man who owned
land did not need to work for anyone else. He
was his own boss. Jefferson believed that more
land was needed for farming. The United States
was growing and it would need more food.
Westward expansion and slavery
By 1 840, 7 million Americans lived in the West.
But there was one big question. Would slavery
be allowed in the new western states? Many
Southern farmers had slaves. These
African-American slaves worked hard for no
money. They could be bought and sold.
Many Northerners did not like slavery. The
Missouri Compromise of 1 820 tried to settle
things. It was a law that said no part of Louisiana
Purchase land north of Missouri could have
slaves.
Westward expansion and the Mexican War
Americans kept moving west in the years after the Missouri Compromise. Thousands moved into
Mexican territories. At the time, California, New Mexico and Texas were owned by Mexico. In
1846, Texas joined the United States as a slave state. That same year, the United States declared
war against Mexico.
The Compromise of 1850
The Mexican War ended in 1848. The United States took more than 1 million square miles of
land from Mexico. An old question came back. Would slavery be allowed in this new territory’?
In 1850, another compromise, or agreement was worked out. California became a free state.
Slavery was not allowed there. But in other parts of the Mexican territory, something new was
tried. The people who lived there were told to decide for themselves if slavery would be allowed.
Bleeding Kansas
In 1 854, two new states were formed. One was Kansas, and the other was Nebraska. Both were
inside the Louisiana Purchase territory. Both states should have been free states. They were both
north of Missouri. Instead, it was left up to the people of those states to decide. A war broke out
in Kansas over the question of slavery. Hundreds of people died in the fighting. The war became
known as “Bleeding Kansas.” Ten years later, the fight over slavery led to the nation’s Civil War.
The North and the South gathered armies and fought each other. The United States was almost
ripped apart in that war. In the end, the North won and slavery was stopped.

WeGtward r:xpcon



Article 2: Expansion and Reform: The Indian Removal Act

In the early 1 800s, white settlers were making their place in the West. But true power was still in

the hands of the Native Americans. There were more of them than the whites. They knew how to live oil

the land. Problems grew for the tribes when the U.S. government started to take their land. The

government forced Native Americans in the East to move to the West. In the I 830s, the West was called

“Indian Country. It included all of the land west of the Mississippi River. The moving around increased

problems among the tribes. They started fighting over land and food.

More trade between people
There was also a rise in trade. This connected Native people to the world outside. Native

Americans gave animal skins to white traders. The whites gave the Indians different goods. They gave

them guns, cattle, food, tools, and more. This had a downside, though. Because the Native Americans

relied on these things, they became more tied to the white people. In the East. the U.S. government was

trying to win more land. It wanted the Native Americans to move out. Earlier, the U.S. government had

agreed to let the Native Americans keep their land. But, soon, white people demanded it. They wanted to

settle there.
Live like whites or give up the land

President Thomas Jefferson tried to change the Native Americans’ way of life, lie wanted them to

live like white people. Those who would not had to give up their land. In 1830, the U.S. government

passed the Indian Removal Act. The law made the Native Americans leave their land in the East. It

created an Indian Territory for them in the West. The U.S. Army forced the tribes to leave their homes.

Their journey to the new Indian land is called the “Trail of Tears.” Many Native Americans died on the

trip. Some said that moving the Native Americans would make peace. But what happened in the East was

starting to happen in the West, too. The U.S. government would soon take away that land as well.

Journal Entry: Write a journal entry from the perspective of a Native American living in North America

100+ years ago. Describe how you would feel about the U.S. government and explain why they feel that

way. Use details in the text to support your writing.



Article 3: Time Machine (1845): The Oregon Trail
Edi1ors Note: The Oregon Trail was a wagon road. II stretched iiore than 2,000 miles from the Missouri
River to the Wi/lamette Valley in Oregon. It was ci trail across prairie, desert and mountains. ]‘roiii the
18-lOs through the 1880s, thousands ofpeop/e followed the trails to CalUörnici and other nearby states.
These were pioneers who left their homes in search of a better life. They carried only afew belongings
and things they needed for the journey They made the trip in covered wagons. Theyforever changed the
American West. This storyfirst appeared in an Illinois newspapei It caine out on June 13, 1845. It
describes a group ofpeople on the frail who stopped in Kaw Village, Kansas. The Kaw Indians i’ho lived
there were also called the Kansa. Kansas is named after them.
EMIGRANTS CAMP. Kaw Village, May 15, 1845 — We have traveled 100 miles from Independence.
That is a city in Missouri. Now I am seeing one of the most amazing scenes! The Oregon emigrants are
meeting in the center of a beautiful prairie. It is also the home of the Kaw Indian village. The emigrants
have left their homes in search of a better life. They are making plans for the journey.

One hundred-four covered wagons are arranged in a circle. They are linked together with ox
chains. They form a ring to keep the cattle and horses inside. One hundred more wagons are waiting
nearby. Some emigrants herd the animals that are eating the thick grass. It is a scene full of activity,
sunshine and excitement,
A New Government To Help Them On Their Way
The emigrants have been busy making rules for their government. They are deciding who the leaders will
be. They are divided into four groups. They might travel separately or they might travel together.
I made a count of all the people and animals:
Males 421
Females 138
Total of adult persons 559
Children—
Boys 240
Girls 209
Total of Children 449
Cattle 2,261
Wagons 233
Horses 1 82

The group is smart hut worried. Their trip west will sometimes be unsafe. It will also be tiring.
Luckily, they have enough food and guns. They have many animals and guides who can show them where
to go. Their wagons form a line that is 2 miles long. It is wonderful to see. This morning there was an
announcement from England. The country said it wanted to take over the West, too. We hope England
fails and we win. We give thanks to the people who are heading west. They are doing something great for
this country. They will stop the British from being out West. They will build new states.
Brave Pioneers! We Wish You Great Success!

Other emigrants have already begun their journey. We do not know how many there are. They are
doing a wonderful thing and will be excited. Oregon offers adventures for young people. It also has
healthy weather. We hope the people who have traveled west have success! We hope people who go in
the future have success too! We think more and more people will go each year. People will learn how
important Oregon and California are. We cheer the brave people who are leaving now.



Assignment: Choose Option A LOption B

Option A: If you have internet access, play the Oregon Trail. Go to:

littps://classicreload.comftlie—orcgon4rail—deluxei 992JitmI

Member Names:

What members (if any) died and how?

What members survived the whole way?

Option B: What preparations did the emigrants take before leaving Missouri? What potential
dangers might they face? How do they hope to benefit the country by the end of their journey
on the Oregon Trail?



Week 2: Day 1
Article 1: Civil War: A Defining Moment in U.S. History

The Civil War marked a defining moment in United States history. Longstanding
tensions reached a critical stage in i86o—i86i when ii slaveholding states seceded and formed
the Confederate States of America. War broke out in April i86i, as Southern states insisted on
their right to leave the Union and the Northern States refused to let them go. Four years of
fighting claimed over 620,000 lives. The war affected countless civilians, and freed four million
African-American slaves. The battle over slavery set the stage for secession and war.
Arguments over slavery

The writers of the United States Constitution had compromised on the issue of slavery.
They created a democratic republic that ensured its citizens’ freedoms, while also reassuring the
South that states could keep their slaves.

Decades later, however, arguments over slavery were creating trouble in national
politics. A major milepost on the way to war was the Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred Scott decision,
which said that slaves could not win their freedom simply by crossing into a free state. Around
this time, many Northern voters came to view the Democratic Party as pro-Southern. The
Republican Party, which began in the rnid-185os, strongly opposed extending slavery into the
territories and had little support in the South.

The election of i86o triggered the secession crisis. President Abraham Lincoln and the
victorious Republicans had promised not to interfere with slavery in states where it already
existed. Still, they were firmly against spreading slavery into new territories in the West.
Between December i86o and February 1861, seven Deep South states seceded, or left, the
Union, forming the Confederacy. In April 1861, Confederates fired on Fort Sumter in
Charleston, South Carolina, setting off the war.
Millions of soldiers

Both sides recruited more soldiers than ever before in American history. With an i86o
population of just more than 1 million military-age white males, the Confederacy had between
8oo,ooo and 900,000 men in uniform. The Union had about 2.1 million soldiers, about half of
its i86o military-age population. More than 200,000 African-American men also fought for the
North.

In 1861, the Union blocked southern sea ports so that ships could not land and the
Confederacy could not receive goods. U.S. troops also seized control of the Mississippi River and
attacked the interior of the Confederate states. For most of the war, the Confederacy tried to
protect as much of its territory as possible, while occasionally launching attacks. The most
important were the Battle of Antietam, which took place in Maryland in 1862, and the Battle of
Gettysburg, which took place in Pennsylvania in 1863.
The war affected everyone

The Confederacy finally surrendered in the spring of 1865. The war touched the lives of
almost every American. Women worked as nurses (previously a male job), as well as
government clerks, factory workers, and as members of groups that helped soldiers. Thousands
of women also ran farms.

Both sides used the latest technology. Railroads moved hundreds of thousands of
soldiers and vast quantities of supplies. Telegraphs allowed both governments to coordinate
military movements. Both sides also used the latest military technology, such as the rifle musket
and ironclad warships.

No group was more directly affected than the four million slaves, who emerged from the
war with their freedom. Most white Northerners considered the war primarily a struggle to save



the Union. As fighting dragged on and casualties grew, however, Lincoln presented

emancipation as a tool that would end the war sooner. Most whites in the North eventually

accepted emancipation as a way to win victory. They also wanted to punish slaveholders who

caused the war and to prevent slavery from becoming a future threat to the country. Hundreds

of thousands of enslaved people in the South fled to Union military lines. This put even more

pressure on the government to end slavery. Emancipation was made final by the passage of the

13th Amendment to the Constitution in December 1865.
Cost of the war

The cost of the war was horrifying. More American soldiers lost their lives than in all

other wars combined up through the Vietnam War, which ended in 1975. The war destroyed the

Confederate states economy, which relied on slave labor to farm land. Southerners lost

two-thirds of their wealth, although freed slaves made up much of this. In contrast, the

Northern economy thrived. Between i86o and 1870, Northern wealth increased by 50 percent,

while during that same time, Southern wealth decreased by 6o percent.
Americans remembered the war in different ways. Most white Northerners recalled a

crusade that saved the Union. Black Americans placed freedom at the center of their memories

of the conflict. Many Southerners, however, tried to downplay the importance of slavery as a

cause of the secession crisis and the war.

WRITING PROMPT: The Civil War changed the direction and demographics of the United

States forever. Think about the different ways it impacted different groups of people. How did it

change the culture, economy, and lifestyle for various regions and groups throughout the

country?



Article 2: Southern Plantation Owners Used “King Cotton” to Justify Slavery
Two-thirds of cotton consists of seeds, and removing them is harder than it sounds.

Cotton is sticky when removed from the plant, and pulling out the seeds is difficult. Throughout
the 1700s, cotton production was expensive because of the huge amount of labor necessary to
pick out the seeds. All that changed with the invention of the cotton gin. What once was a
painstakingly slow process became relatively fast. By the end of the i8th century, demand for
cotton was increasing as power looms were able to turn out great quantities of cloth. With the
cotton gin, southern cotton plantations could now supply the world’s demand.
Eli Whitney’s world-changing invention

Ironically, the man who would make cotton king was the son of a Massachusetts farmer. After
graduating from Yale University, Eli Whitney traveled south. In 1792, he stayed at a Savannah plantation
that belonged to the widow of of Nathanael Green, the Revolutionary War general. While there, Whitney
created the device that changed the world. Whitney built a machine that moved stiff, brush-like teeth
though the raw cotton. To his delight, the teeth removed a very high percentage of the nettlesome seeds.
Up to this point, it took up to 10 hours to produce a pound of cotton, with very little profit. The cotton gin
ultimately was able to produce a thousand pounds of cotton per day with relatively little expense.

In the year the cotton gin was invented, the United States exported about 138,000 pounds of
cotton to other countries. Two years later, the amount of cotton being exported was more than io times
higher at i,6oo,ooo pounds. Before the gin, leaders of the country thought slavery would gradually
disappear. This all changed when slaves could be used to cultivate millions of pounds of cotton for
markets all over the world. Eli Whitney never made a cent on his invention because it was widely
reproduced before he could patent it. Determined to duplicate his success when he returned North, he
developed the milling machine to standardize the manufacture of rifles. The machine also helped make all
types of factories more efficient. This one individual played a great part in creating the industrial North, as
well as the plantation south.
Cotton becomes king in the South

The sudden explosion of the cotton industry gave slavery a new lease on life. Prior to
this, some Southern slave owners, including George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, had
seen slavery as an evil that would eventually be swept away. But with the southern economy now
depending on cotton, these beliefs were seen as old-fashioned, and slavery now was seen as an
institution to be protected. Cotton became king, a fact now well understood in the South. It
became the foundation of the Southern economy, Southern culture, and Southern pride.
Defenders of slavery used economics, history, religion, legality, social good, and even
humanitarianism, in support of their arguments. Defenders of slavery argued that the sudden
end to the slave economy would have killed the South’s economy. The cotton economy would
collapse, the tobacco crop would dry in the fields, and rice would no longer be profitable.
Devising arguments to defend slavery

Defenders of slavery argued that if all the slaves were freed, there would be widespread
unemployment and chaos. Abolishing slavery would lead to uprisings, bloodshed and anarchy.
They argued for continuing the status quo, which meant affluence and stability for slaveholders
and all free people who enjoyed the bounty of a society built on slavery. Defenders of slavery
argued that slavery had existed throughout history and was the natural state of mankind. The
Greeks had slaves, the Romans had slaves, and the English had slavery until 1833.
Defenders of slavery noted that in the Bible, Abraham had slaves. They point to the Ten
Commandments, noting that “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, ... nor his manservant,
nor his maidservant.” In the New Testament, Paul returned a runaway slave, Philernon, to his
master, and, although slavery was widespread throughout the Roman world, Jesus never spoke
out against it.



Courts declare that slaves are property
Defenders of slavery turned to the courts, who had ruled that all blacks — not just slaves — had no

legal standing as persons in our courts. The courts declared that they were property, and the Constitution
protected slave-holders’ rights to their property. Defenders of slavery argued that the institution brought
Christianity to “heathens.” Slavery was, according to this argument, a good thing for the enslaved. John C.
Calhoun, a politician from South Carolina who served as vice president, said: “Never before has the black
race of Central Africa, from the dawn of history to the present day, attained a condition so civilized and so
improved, not only physically, but morally and intellectually.”
Moving the country toward the Civil War

Defenders of slavery argued that slaves were better cared for than the poor of Europe and workers
in Northern states. Southerners said that owners protected and helped their slaves when they were sick
and old. If a worker was fired, he or she was left to fend helplessly for themselves.

When a society forms around any institution, as the South did around slavery, it will comes up
with a set of arguments to support it. The Southerners held ever firmer to their arguments as political
tensions brought the country closer to the Civil War.
Write a Letter to the Past:
Directions: Write a letter to the people of the South who supported slavery, It is your job to convince
them that slavery is bad, and that slavery should be abolished immediately. Support your claim with
details from this article and from what you have read about Fredrick Douglass.

Dear Southerners:

Sincerely,



Week 2: Day 2

Article 1: As the U.S. Grew, the North-South Dispute over Slavery Led to Civil War

“‘A house divided against itself can not stand’ I believe this government can not endure
permanently, half slave, and half free ... I do not expect the Union to be dissolved - I do not
expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be divided ... Either the opponents of
slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and put it in course of ultimate extinction; or its
advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the states, old, as well as
new.” - Abraham Lincoln’s December 1857 notes for what would become the “House Divided”
Speech of 1858.

Slavery: avoiding the topic

The period leading up to the Civil War is known as antebellum. For most of this era, differences
between the North and South did not equate to an insurmountable division between the two
sections. Legal slavery existed only in the Southern states, but whites in both sections of the
country shared assumptions of white supremacy. They also shared a deep reluctance to discuss
the slavery question. There were bitter conflicts over economic development, political parties,
proper roles for men and women, religion and other subjects. These conflicts divided Americans
along religious, ethnic and social lines, but not strictly between North and South.

History has often been told as the South always advocating for state’s rights, and the North
fighting for a stronger federal government. Yet this was not always the case: Residents of
Wisconsin and Vermont jealously guarded the primacy of state over federal law as
Mississippians demanded a stronger federal government. Democrats from Maine to Louisiana
railed ferociously against economic measures like a National Bank, while Whigs throughout the
land protested the actions leading to the Mexican-American War. Methodists in Georgia felt
closer to Methodists in New York than to their Roman Catholic neighbors. Yet when war came in
i86i, it pitted the North against the South. The chief difference between these two sections was
the institution of slavery. How did slavery, of all the points of conflict, become the issue that
would tear the nation in two?

The alarming boom in slavery

One factor that increased conflict between the North and South was the booming growth of
slavery itself. In just two generations, the number of slaves exploded from 8oo,ooo to
4,000,000. Most worked as agricultural laborers, but slaves were also employed in factories and
mines and could be rented out for various forms of labor. The enormous prosperity of the
Southern states depended on slave labor, and that reliance made the dependence of the
Southern social structure on slavery all the more inescapable. The Northern economy also
benefited from slave-grown crops. White Americans were too deeply dependent on the
institution to want to talk about slavery, let alone question it.

This changed as the territory of the United States began to expand to the west. People were
forced to talk about slavery, since the addition of new territories raised the question of whether
slavery should expand as well. As the 185os progressed, white Northerners and Southerners
came to great disagreement over the issue. But pro-slavery forces seemed to be gaining the
upper hand, and slavery’s spread looked as though it would be almost impossible to stop.



Abraham Lincoln versus slave advocates

The Republican Party quickly became popular in the North by warning of the dangers of a “Slave
Power” South. Wealthy Southerners, the Republicans argued, were growing so powerful that
they might try to take over the federal government. Illinois Whig Abraham Lincoln was attracted
to the Republican Party because it reflected his own hatred of slavery. The party also shared his
belief in the right of individuals to improve themselves through their own labor. Lincoln’s ability
to express this Free Labor ideology soon brought him to prominence within the Republican
party.

Meanwhile, white Southerners demanded greater federal protection for slavery. Their demands
fractured the Democratic Party just in time for the i86o presidential election. Southern
Democrats insisted that the federal government should allow slavery in all new United States
territories, but Northern Democrats supported popular sovereignty, which would let the
residents of each territory decide whether or not to allow slavery. The party split. This virtually
assured that Abraham Lincoln, the Republican candidate for president, would win. Given
Lincoln’s plans to halt the spread of slavery, Southern states warned that if he became president
they would leave the Union.

Slave states break away from the U.S.

As expected, Lincoln won the election of i86o, and seven states from the Deep South broke away
from the Union. They joined together to form the Confederate States of America. The
slave-holding states of the Upper South, which were Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas and
Tennessee, and the border states of Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri chose not to
leave the Union. However, the Upper South states passed “Coercion Clauses” pledging to side
with the Confederacy if the federal government coerced the slave-holding states. As Abraham
Lincoln assumed the presidency, a stand-off was in progress.

Which of the following BEST describes the reaction of Southern states to Lincoln’s
election?

A. The Southern states agreed to form the Confederate States of America.
B. The Southern states passed a pledge to leave the Union if they felt coerced to end slavery.

C. States in the Deep South broke away so they could continue slavery but states in the Upper
South supported ending it.

D. States in the Deep South broke away immediately but states in the Upper South chose to
stay as long as slavery was in place.

According to the article, how did both Northern and Southern whites profit from the
growth of slavery?

A. Both used crops and goods provided by slave labor.
B. Both made money through the slave trade, though often indirectly.
C. Both saw themselves as superior to anyone who was not white.
D. Both were able to use the slavery dilemma to gain political points for other causes.



Article : Expansion & Reform: The Underground Railroad and the Coming of War
The Underground Railroad was a secret network that helped escaping slaves. It passed

them from community to community until they reached freedom. Some students wonder
whether these escape routes were actually under the ground. But the phrase “Underground
Railroad” is better understood as a way to describe a group of people connected mainly by their
intense desire to help other people escape from slavery. Understanding the history of the name
helps students understand its meaning in important ways.

There could be no “Underground Railroad” until actual railroads began during the 183os
and 184os. Slaves had certainly escaped before that period, but it was not described by a specific
name. Railroads existed primarily in the North, which was home to about 70 percent of the
nation’s 30,000 miles of track by 1860. Slaves fled in every direction, but the name meant most
in those communities closest to the nation’s train stations.
The abolitionist movement had the answer to many questions

The phrase “Underground Railroad” also raises two main questions: Who created the
name? And why would they want to describe the effort to help runaway slaves as a network of
secret railroads?

The answers can be found in the abolitionist movement. Abolitionists were people who
fought to destroy slavemy. They wanted to publicize, and perhaps even exaggerate, the number of
slaves and the size of the network that helped them on their journey toward freedom. According
to historian Larry Gara, abolitionist newspapers and abolitionist speakers were the ones who
first used the term “Underground Railroad” during the early 1840s. They did so to taunt
slaveholders.

Abolitionists grew even more bold in publicizing escapes after the Fugitive Slave Act of
1850 was passed. The law said that runaway slaves had to be returned to their owners. It called
for anyone helping slaves escape to he forced to pay fines. Anxious fugitives and their allies now
fought back even harder in the face of the new law.

Students often seem to imagine runaway slaves hiding while “conductors” and
“stationmasters” found hiding places and passed coded messages. They often imagine that
terrified runaways were chased from Mississippi to Maine, but the truth was different.
The creation of vigilance groups

One way to understand the Underground Railroad is to look closely at the spread of free
black vigilance committees during the 183os. At the time, American communities started
“vigilance” groups whenever they felt threatened. During the mid-1830s, free black residents
began organizing vigilance associations to protect them against kidnappers who would sell them
into slavery. Almost immediately, however, these groups began protecting runaway slaves. They
became the core of what soon became known as the Underground Railroad.

Most of the members of these groups were men, but some women and white people also
belonged. They vere not secret groups. Vigilance committees elected officers, held meetings,
kept records and raised funds. In New York, the vigilance committee published an annual
report. Detroit vigilance agents filled newspaper columns with reports about rescuing slaves.
Several committees gave out the addresses of their officials. Today, one can read letters detailing
African-American abolitionist Harriet Tubman’s comings and goings, and even a request to
replace her worn-out shoes. Anyone curious about how much it cost to help runaways can look
online. Teacher Dean Eastman and his students at Beverly High School have posted the account
books of the Boston vigilance committee.



No federal involvement
Helping escaped slaves was against the law, so why did these Northern vigilance groups

let everyone know about it? How did they get away with it? The answer is that the Fugitive Slave
Act was a law from Washington. But the state governments in the North did not want to get the
federal government involved in their business. Nor did they want to reward Southern power. For
the most part, Northern lawmakers and juries did not really care about black civil rights. They
cared very much about their own states’ rights during the years before the Civil War, so they
ignored the vigilance committees.

That is also why almost none of the Underground Railroad agents in the North was
arrested or hurt. No important Underground Railroad operative in the North ever got killed or
spent much time in jail. It was Southerners who endured late-night arrests, long jail sentences,
torture and sometimes even lyiwhing. For example, ,Jonathan Walker was a sea captain who had
been convicted in 1852 of smuggling runaways. He was branded with the mark “S.S.,” which
stood for “slave-stealer.”

What did happen was a war of words. The battle over fugitive slaves was a main cause of
the national conflict over slavery. The Underground Railroad helped launch the Civil War.

WRITING PROMPT: Significance: Why is the event described in the article taught in schools today?
What are the lasting lessons that we can learn from studying this event? Support your response with

evidence from the text.



Week : Day3

Directions: Annotate Article 1 as you read. Remember, annotating is adding notes to a text to
help your comprehension.

Article i: Industrial America: The Gilded Age

Just like any good story, the Gilded Age is filled with compelling characters. These
included a ruling class who bribed government officials and squeezed as much as possible from
its workers. Then there were multi-ethnic, angry workers, frequently in search of jobs. There
was a free, but still dependent, black population striving for independence. And, there was an
elite class, eager to help the United States have prominence in the world. These figures were
involved in the making of modern America.

The Gilded Age, which was from 1890 to about 1900, can be characterized as an
introduction to our own time. Patterns of tension that we have today — black and white, money
and labor, science and religion, public good and private gain — can be traced to the Gilded Age.

The similarities between then and now are strong, and there is talk today that we live in a
“new gilded age” of dishonest business practices and private extravagance, though the
differences between then and now are equally striking. The Gilded Age offers a mix of
strangeness and familiarity. American society was close to major transformations, including
economic and religious ones. None of these changes was fully underway until after 1900, but
their foundations had fallen into place beginning in about the 1870s.

Annotations:

Money became a big motivation
In 1877, Reconstruction ended and military pride paved the road to a reunion between

the North and South. Enthusiasm for the military during the Gilded Age was part of a broader
redefinition of manhood in bodily rather than moral or religious terms. A new focus on
“muscular Christianity” washed over the Protestant culture during these years.

Meanwhile, money had always been a vehicle for magical thinking, but it became an
especially powerful focus in Gilded Age America. Dreams of overnight wealth and dramatic
self-transformation proliferated in the popular imagination. Money was everywhere, yet
invisible. It increased and decreased mysteriously in worth and sometimes it disappeared
altogether without warning. But, those who could manage it successfully created powerful
businesses.

Working-class folks were not impressed. They knew that pulling yourself up by your
bootstraps was more difficult, which was why they believed in unifying, rather than competing
as individuals. They bonded together in the form of labor unions that miners, railroad laborers,
and other skilled workers had organized to protect themselves. The unions knew of their
employers’ tireless drive to squeeze as much work out of their workers for as little pay as
possible.



Unhappiness with unfair business practices to make money spread through the
countryside as well as the cities. Southern farmers, black and white, struggled. The national
Farmers’ Alliance was formed and became the Populist Party in 1891. The Populists demanded
that the money supply be managed for the public good. This was a plan that could appeal across
races. However, white elites used racism to divide and conquer the Populists. Then, as now,
talking about race was a way of not talking about class.
Annotations:

A key moment for racism

The Gilded Age marked a key moment in the rise of American racism — a shift from a
relatively fluid mixing of the races to rigid segregation. By 1900, separation of the races had
been sanctified by the U.S. Supreme Court and written into state constitutions across the South.

White supremacy erupted, and lynchings of blacks spread in the 189os and peaked
around the turn of the century. Despite the protests of Frederick Douglass, Ida Wells, and other
black leaders, the fortunes of their people reached a low point in American public life during the
Gilded Age.

African-Americans were the not the only targets of racist ideology. Those who believed in
white supremacy singled out Anglo-Saxons for special praise. This fostered suspicion of Italians,
Jews, and other non-Anglo immigrants, and laid the groundwork for immigration restrictions.
Meanwhile, American Indians were confined to reservations and Asians were excluded
altogether. By 1900, the word “Caucasian” was well on the way to becoming synonymous with
“American.”
Annotations:

Effects on the economy

The stock market crash of May 1893 touched off four years of the worst economic
depression the United States had ever seen. Prolonged mass unemployment produced a
desperate search to stay alive among huge portions of the population. Starvation spread. Unions
fought layoffs, but their efforts fell victim to the familiar combination of state power in the
service of capital.

Eventually, large sums of money were poured into the stock market, driving share prices
to new heights and allowing big companies to buy one another and grow even bigger. At the
same time, the United States fought what then-Secretary of State John Hay called a “splendid
liffle war” with Spain, winning territory from the Caribbean to the Pacific. Its hour upon the
world stage had arrived. By 1900, the reunited nation of 1877 had become an empire in its own
right.
Annotations:



Writing Prompt: Argument: What was the main event in the article? Was the main event helpful or
harmful to society? Make an argument and defend it with specific details from the article.

Article 2: Entrepreneurs and Bankers: The Evolution of Corporate Empires
James J. Hill enjoyed being called “the Empire Builder.” Hill was president of the Great

Northern Railway, which ran through the northern Great Plains and the Pacific Northwest. The
company assisted farmers and small-town businesses along its tracks. Hill reasoned that the
richer they were, the more they would ship goods on his railroad. By the time of his death, he
ruled a huge corporate empire fully in keeping with his nickname.

During the late igth century, dozens of other business tycoons also created corporate
empires. Some were much less loved than Hill was. Leland Stanford, Collis P. Huntington,
Charles Crocker and Mark Hopkins were known as the “Big Four.” Together they led the
Southern Pacific Railroad, or SP, Their widely hated company was known as “the Octopus,” for
its attempts to control all transportation in California and the Southwest.

The SP charged local shippers as much as possible. Indeed, local businessmen
sometimes brought their account books to the SP so the railroad could determine the highest
amount it could charge without bankrupting them.
Business expanded to whole nation

Whether “Empire Builder” or “Octopus,” powerful business titans transformed the
nation during the 35 years following the Civil War. At the war’s end, in 1865, almost all
American manufacturing was carried on by small businesses serving a local market. Relatively
few manufacturers thought in terms of doing business nationwide. In part this was because
transportation systems were undeveloped. Few major rivers had been bridged, and railway lines
were still limited.

All that changed within a single generation.
Between 1865 and 1890, railroads grew from 35,000 miles of track to 167,000 miles. By

the i88os, the nation had an elaborate network of steel rails connecting all major cities. There
were also technological advances in communication. The telegraph system was expanded and in
the late 187os telephones were introduced. Improved transportation and communication
permitted ambitious businessmen to think in terms of a national market.

Another revolution occurred in manufacturing. The career of Andrew Carnegie in the
steel industry provides an example. Carnegie’s motto was “Cut the prices; scoop the market; run
the mills full” — that is, set prices low enough to undercut his competitors and always run his
factories at full capacity. He took every opportunity to cut costs so that he might show a profit
while charging less than his rivals. In 1864, steel rails sold for $126 per ton, but by 1875
Carnegie was selling them for $69 per ton. Driven by improved technology and Carnegie’s



competitiveness, steel prices continued to fall, reaching less than $20 in the late 1890s. By then,
the United States led the world in steel production.
Carnegie controlled each step for steel

Carnegie’s steel plants stood at one end of a long chain of operations that he owned or
controlled: iron ore mines, ships that transported iron ore across the Great Lakes, railway lines,
coal lands, and plants for turning iron ore into iron and steel. Bringing together all these
operations under one company is called vertical integration. It was something new to American
manufacturing. Control over the sources and transportation of raw materials guaranteed a
reliable flow of all-important supplies at predictable prices.

While Carnegie Steel sold steel mostly to other large companies, Standard Oil sold
mostly to the general population. Standard Oil was run by John D. Rockefeller, who
revolutionized the oil industry. By i88i, Rockefeller controlled about 40 oil refineries in which
oil was refined, or made usable as fuel.

Together those refineries accounted for 90 percent of the nation’s refining capacity,
giving Standard Oil a monopoly over refining. The word monopoly means “one seller.”
Monopolizing one step in the manufacturing process is also called horizontal integration.
Rockefeller dominated oil industry

In the i88os, Standard also achieved vertical integration. It gained control of oil fields
and built its own transportation systems, including pipelines and tanker ships for transporting
oil across oceans. By the early 1890s, Standard Oil dominated the American oil industry almost
completely.

Other ambitious businessmen followed in Carnegie’s and Rockefeller’s footsteps. Few
managed to achieve a monopoly, hut dozens created huge businesses. For example, the
meatpacking industry was dominated by a small number of powerful companies.
Law was passed to break up monopolies

As these new business empires emerged, some Americans began to worry about their
great power. The new corporate giants were accused of taking advantage of those who depended
on them, including smaller businesses. However, most attempts to check the power of big
business went nowhere. In 1890, Congress passed a law called the Sherman Antitrust Act to
break up monopolies. But not until the early 1900S did the federal government begin to regulate
big business and break up monopolies. Eventually, Standard Oil was broken up into 34 different
companies, including Exxon, Mobil and Chevron.

Americans disagreed over the accomplishments of the corporate empire-builders. Some
hailed them for contributing to the growth of the nation. Others agreed with the journalist E. L.
Godkin, who compared one railroad tycoon to a robber baron from the Middle Ages. Robber
barons were noble landowners who demanded payment from all travelers who passed through
their lands.

Many corporate empire-builders of the late i800s were indeed cold-hearted and greedy.
However, they also helped make the U.S. what it is today. In the process of building their
individual empires, they made the United States the most powerful nation in the world.

Homework: If possible, play Monopoly with your family. Explain the importance of breaking
up monopolies.



Week : Day4

Directions: Read the article below. After the first read, go back and write the gist, in the space
provided, for each subheader (Ex. The start of World War I).
Article 1: Everything You Need to Know About World War I

World War I was an extremely bloody war that engulfed Europe from 1914 to 1919. Little
ground was lost or won for any participant.

World War I saw an estimated io million military deaths and another 20 million
wounded. Many hoped that World War I would be “the war to end all wars.” In reality, the
concluding peace treaty set the stage for World War II.
The start ofWorld War I

The spark that started World War I was the assassination of Austria’s Archduke Franz
Ferdinand and his wife, Sophie. It happened on June 28, 1914, in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Franz Ferdinand was due to become emperor of Austria-Hungary, a huge empire that
was a union of the Austrian Empire and the Kingdom of Hungary. The empire ruled over many
different groups of people, including some Serbians. Serbia and Austria-Hungary had already
been fighting for control of areas in Austria-Hungary that had many Serbians. Then, a Serbian
man shot Franz Ferdinand. Ferdinand was not very well liked, for many reasons, but
Austria-Hungary used the shooting as an excuse to attack Serbia, its troublesome neighbor.

However, Austria-Hungary first got the backing of Germany, with whom it had a treaty,
before it proceeded. This gave Serbia time to ask for Russia’s help, and Russia asked France and
Britain to join them.

By the time Austria-Hungary officially declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914, an entire
month after the assassination, much of Europe had already become entangled in the dispute.
More would join later, but at the start of the war, these were the major players:
• Allied Forces (aka the Allies): France, the United Kingdom, Russia
• Central Powers: Germany and Austria-Hungary

GIST:



Schlieffen Plan vs. Plan XVII
Germany didn’t want to fight both Russia in the east and France in the west, so it enacted its
long-standing Schlieffen Plan. It was created by Alfred Graf von Schlieffen, an army strategist.

Schlieffen believed that it would
take about six weeks for Russia to gather
its troops. So, if Germany placed a small
number of soldiers in the east, the majority
of Germany’s soldiers could be used for a

_______

quick attack in the west.
While Russia continued to mobilize,
Germany decided to attack France by going
through neutral Belgium. Britain had a
treaty with Belgium, so it had a
responsibility to defend them and join the
war.

Meanwhile, the French quickly
mobilized their army in response to a
German attack through Belgium.

As German troops moved south
into France, French and British troops
tried to stop them. At the end of the First Battle of the Marne, fought just north of Paris in
September 1914, a stalemate was reached. The Germans, who had lost the battle, had made a
hasty retreat and then dug trenches. The French, who couldn’t get the Germans out, then also
dug trenches.
Neither side could force the other to move from its trenches, so each side’s trenches became
increasingly elaborate.

GIST:

A war of attrition
From 1914 to 1917, soldiers on each side of the line fought from their trenches. They fired

artillery onto the enemy’s position and tossed grenades.
The area between the trenches was called “No Man’s Land.” The only way to overtake the

other side’s trench was for the soldiers to cross this stretch of land, on foot. Out in the open,
thousands of soldiers raced across this barren land in the hopes of reaching the other side, and
most were shot down by machine gunfire before they even got close.

Because of the nature of trench warfare, millions of young men were slaughtered in the
battles of World War I. With so many soldiers being killed daily, eventually the side with the
most men would win the war.

By 1917, the Allies were starting to run low on young men.
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U.S. enters the war and Russia gets out
The Allies needed help and they were hoping that the United States, with its vast

resources of men and materials, would join on their side. However, for years, the U.S. had tried
to stay out of other countries’ problems. Plus, the U.S. just didn’t want to be involved in a war
that seemed so far away and that didn’t seem to affect them much.

However, two major events changed American public opinion about the war. The first
occurred in 1915, when a German submarine torpedoed and sunk the British ocean liner the
Lusitania. The Lusitania, which was nearly the size of the Titanic, was traveling from New York
to England with 1,900 passengers. The boat had 159 Americans on it, and most of them were
innocent passengers, not soldiers. More than i,ioo passengers perished, including more than
120 Americans.

The second happened in early 1917, when Germany sent Mexico a coded message asking
Mexico to join World War I against the United States. In return, Germany would help Mexico
take back land in the U.S. that had once been part of Mexico. Germany was offering Mexico
money to reconquer its lost territories of Texas, Arizona and New Mexico. The message —

known as the Zimmerman telegram because German official Arthur Zimmermann sent it — was
intercepted by Britain and shown to the United States, giving it more reason to join the war.

On April 6, 1917, the United States officially declared war on Germany.

GIST:

The Russians opt out
As the United States was entering World War I, Russia was getting ready to get out. In 1917,
Russia became swept up in revolution that removed its czar, or king, from power. The new
communist government wanted to focus on problems at home, so it removed Russia from World
War I on March 3, 1918. With the war in the east ended, Germany was able to divert those
troops to the west in order to face the new American soldiers.
Armistice and the Versailles Treaty

While the European troops were tired from years of war, the new Americans entering the
war were enthusiastic. Soon the Germans were retreating and the Allies were advancing. The
end of the war was near.

At the end of 1918, a peace was finally agreed upon. The fighting was to end on the iith
hour of iith day of iith month — 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918.

For the next several months, diplomats came together to write up the Versailles Treaty.
It would divide up land and end World War I. However, Germany felt that the terms of the
treaty were unfair and that it had to pay too much money to other countries. Germany became
poorer after the treaty. This treaty would later lead Germany to start World War II.

By the end of the WATI, an estimated 10 million soldiers had died. That averages to about
6,500 deaths a day, every day. Plus, millions of civilians were also killed. World War I is
remembered for being one of the bloodiest wars in history.



Read the following sentences from the article.

1. Neither side could force the other to move from its trenches, so each side’s

trenches became increasingly elaborate.
2. With so many soldiers being killed daily, eventually the side with the most

men would win the war.
3. Plus, the U.S. just didn’t want to be involved in a war that seemed so far

away and that didn’t seem to affect them much.
4. While the European troops were tired from years of war, the new Americans

entering the war were enthusiastic.

Which two sentences taken together provide the BEST evidence to support the idea that World

War I was an exhausting and devastating war?

A. land3
B. 2and4
C. 2and3
D. land4

Read the section “The Russians opt out.” What is the MOST LIKELY reason for including the

description of the revolution in Russia?

Read the following sentence from the section “Armistice and the Versailles Treaty.”

However, Germany felt that the terms of the treaty were unfair and that it had to pay
too much money to other countries.

How does this sentence contribute to the entire article?



Week 2: Day5
Article 1: The German U-boat came close to changing the course of World War I

Before the atomic bomb, the most powerful weapon in the world was the U-boat, a
German submarine. The name “U-boat” comes from an abbreviated form of the German word
“unterseeboot,” which means “undersea boat.” For a while, the U-boat threatened to win World
War I all by itself.
A T. Rex On The Seas

Since the i600s, great gun ships had ruled the world’s navies. Recognized as the
Tyrannosaurus rex of the seas, these massive battleships had thick, strong, steel armor and giant
guns to destroy anything afloat. Simply put, the more guns, the bigger the guns, the more
powerful the ship was. But, in 1914, when World War I broke out, that dominance was soon to
end — and this end would come quickly.

Primitive U-boats or submarines had been around since the 1700s. Scientists
experimented with weighing down a barrel so it floated just below the surface. Inside were
pedals that allowed the person inside to move forward and breathing tubes that let oxygen in
and carbon dioxide out.
The First Submarine

In the i8oos, John Holland of the United States pioneered the first modern submarine.
All future models, including nuclear ones, have continued to follow Holland’s basic design. The
way it works seems simple now, but it was a great innovation at the time. Every submarine is
equipped with large empty tanks all around it. To submerge, the captain floods these with
seawater, making the boat sink. To surface, compressed air forces out the seawater, letting the
ship rise. As miraculous as this was, by modern standards these vessels had very limited
capabilities.

The submarine used during World War I was powered by a diesel engine, and like all
such engines, needed oxygen to work. As long as the submarine stayed on the surface, it could
travel great distances—just like any other ship.
Virtually Unstoppable

When submerged, it used battery power to turn the propellers. But then, as now, battery’
power was limited (the same reason your iPhone has to be recharged). As a result, it could stay
under water for only a relatively short period of time. Nevertheless, when it was submerged, it
was virtually unstoppable. Navies knew how to sink ships that rode the surface of the water, but
they had never thought about how they might stop an undersea boat.

The U-boat could destroy anything that floated, even giant battleships. It did so unseen
and under the water — nothing could stop it. This promised to be a game-changer. While most
countries had spent a fortune on huge, expensive gun ships, a fleet of cheap U-boats could sink
many of these enormous warships without losing many of its own.
A “Miserable” Place

Life aboard these early submarines was very uncomfortable. Everything was crowded
into a very small space. As a result, sailors often had to sleep wedged in on their sides and could
not stretch out on their backs. The smell was also terrible, a stench that consisted of oil fumes,
cooking smells, rotting food, and above all, lots of human sweat. Johannes Speiss, First Watch
Officer on U-9, commented in 1914, “From a hygienic standpoint, the sleeping arrangements left
much to be desired; one awoke in the morning with considerable mucus in the nostrils and a
so-called oil head.”
Torpedoes Coming!

These subs attacked in a number of ways. If their target was an unarmed freighter, they
actually advanced while still on the surface, using a deck gun to sink the enemy. Often they gave



a warning notice, thereby saving lives since they allowed the crew to escape. But more often,
they fired torpedoes from underwater, with no warning. This was devastating. Even heavily
armored ships had no plating below the water line and were terribly vulnerable. The large ship
sank fast, with horrendous loss of life.

The best-known single ship incident of World War I was the sinking of the RMS
Lusitania, which went down on May 7, 1915. It was a passenger vessel, an ocean liner, and, for a
while, the world’s largest ship. Despite its size, it went to the bottom 18 minutes after being
struck by a torpedo, clearly demonstrating the power of the new weapon. Among the dead were
a number of Americans. The death toll reached 1,198—more than a third of the casualties in the
2001 World Trade Center attacks.

An international uproar followed. The Germans then agreed to curtail U-boat warfare
and kept their promise for two years. When they reneged on their pledge in 1917, the United
States, already angered by the Lusitania incident, declared war.
No Stopping It

Still, over the course of the war, the U-boat almost defeated the Allies all by itself.
Nothing could stop it, and the losses were catastrophic. As early as September 1914, the small
U-boat U-g sank three British cruisers in less than one hour. The death total reached 1,400

sailors. In 1915, U-boats destroyed 755 Allied ships; that number doubled to 1,516 ships in 1916.

In 1917, a staggering 3,720 ships were lost to U-boats. These figures are much higher even than
in World War II. The greatest loss in that conflict, despite far more advanced subs, was only
1,321 ships in 1942! An island nation, England depended — and continues to depend — on
imports to feed its people and keep the factories going. If the German U-boat’s killing pace had
continued, the English would have had to surrender or face starving to death.

Instead, the Allies developed new weapons and strategies. Among these were the depth
charge and the convoy system. Depth charge refers to an antisubmarine weapon that consists
essentially of a barrel filled with explosives. It is dropped near a target and descends to a
predetermined depth where it explodes. A COflV0 system is a military strategy whereby a group
of merchant vessels sail together, with or without naval escort, for mutual security and
protection.

Using both of these tactics, the Allies were able to slow the rate of sinking, build more
ships, and win the war on land. Still, even though the U-boat could no longer win all by itself, it
remained a powerful weapon of war.

Writing Prompt: Write a short paragraph that explains the central idea of the article. Use at least

two details from the article to support your response.



Article : Time Machine (1914): Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand starts WWI
On June 28, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary was shot and killed as he

traveled by car through the streets of Sarajevo. The assassin, a young man named Gabriel
Prinzip, was part of a group of Serbian political activists fighting for greater independence from
Austria-Hungary.
Setting Off A War

By killing the archduke, Prinzip set in motion a war that now threatens to suck in all of
Europe. The assassination came after years of conflict between Austria-Hungary and the Serbian
people. Some Serbians see Austria-Hungary as an oppressive foreign power and believe that
Serbians deserve more political freedom. The Archduke was a symbol of Austrian-Hungarian
power and an heir to the throne.

According to Austria-Hungary, however, the Serbian government was at least parlly to
blame for the sudden act of violence. Twenty-five days after the assassination, Austria-Hungary
sent a note of demands to Serbia. The note criticized the government for allowing hatred of
Austria-Hungary to spread among Serbians, and it accused Serbia of collaborating with the
assassins, claiming that the murder had been planned in the Serbian capital.
A List Of Demands

The note also claimed that officers in the Serbian army helped Prinzip, a Serbian high
school boy, to get a revolver and ammunition with which to perform the deed. Additionally, it
accused Serbian government officials of having helped Prinzip reach Serajevo, where the killing
took place.

Angry about the assassination, Austria-Hungary’s leaders presented the Serbian
government with several demands. First, they insisted that the government publicly come out
against the anti-Austrian-Hungarian political movement. Second, they demanded that Serbia
place limits on the freedom of press and the freedom of speech in Serbia in order to prohibit
criticism of Austria-Hungary. Third, Austria-Hungary demanded changes to the Serbian
education system to ensure that schools would not teach students to hate Austria-Hungary.
Finally, Serbia was asked to fire certain army officials who, according to Austria-Hungary,
supported the Serbian independence fighters.

Serbia was given just 48 hours to meet these demands. If Serbia was unwilling to meet
the demands, Austria-Hungary would declare war.
Serbia To Russia: “Help!”

Such a war could draw in all of Europe due to the complicated alliances between
European countries. Germany has pledged to defend Austria-Hungary, and Russia is an ally of
Serbia. So, as Austria-Hungary and Serbia prepared to fight, so too did Germany and Russia.
When Germany began gearing up for war, its rivals France and Great Britain did the same.

What started as a dispute over Serbian independence is now set to pull all of Europe into
war. It is as if Europe had been resting on a battery of explosives, and Prinzip lit a match. On the
night of July 23, a few weeks after the assassination, statesmen in Russia received a cablegram
from Serbia.

“Help!” it said.
Armies Ready To Fight

The Russian statesmen talked about the message for four hours. Russia was Serbia’s ally,
but taking their side in the conflict with Austria-Hungary meant risking war with Germany. The
Russians reached a secret decision at 7 o’clock in the evening and dashed off in their
automobiles to their various offices, each doing his part to prepare for what was coming.

Meanwhile, the armies of Europe were already getting ready to fight. Serbia’s 48 hours
were up on July 26 at 6 in the evening. By that time, the Russian army was moving toward



Germany, and the German army was moving toward Russia, and in a dozen other different
directions.
Predicting The Worst War Ever

Prinzip’s bullet set all that in motion. It ignited the explosives under Europe, and the fire
about to break loose will probably kill a million men. This war may create more destruction than
anything else that has ever happened to humanity. Did Prinzip know what he was doing when he
pulled the trigger? We cannot know for sure. According to the Serbian government, following
the assassination, Prinzip said:

“I was not influenced by any other person or persons. The reading of anarchist literature
made me believe that there could be nothing finer in the world than to be an assassin. When in
Belgrade I read that the Archduke was going to Serajevo, and so I bought a revolver and went
there.”
A Long And Ancient Quarrel

What he said or thought matters little now, though. Europe is not fighting because
Prinzip is a murderer. The real reasons for the war have to do with the long and ancient quarrel
for “a place in the sun,” a place for each nation to put its feet in the crowded land. This quarrel
has suddenly been turned from a contest of words and into a war of nations.
Perhaps war was unavoidable. Some jolt would have set off the European explosion, at some
time. It just happened that Prinzip’s bullet did it.

How does the author characterize Prinzip’s involvement? Provide details from the text.

Which of the following is the BEST way to explain how all of Europe became pulled into a dispute
between two countries?

a. After a politically motivated assassination, several countries joined together to fight terrorism
and restore peace and safety to Europe.

b. After a politically motivated assassination, one country threatened another with war, which
dragged in country after country to the conflict because of a series of alliances and general
instability.

c. One large country was oppressing a small country, which was making several neighboring
countries nervous. When the small country decided to fight back by assassinating the large
country’s leader, the other countries jumped in the fight to restore balance to the region.

d. The assassination divided the European continent into two camps: those who understood
the reasons for the assassination and those who thought the assassination was wrong. The
countries were pulled into the fight because of their strong beliefs about this issue.



Week 3: Day 1: The Roaring 20s
Article 1: Progressive Era: The Roaring Twenties

The 1 920s was when America became modern. There are many symbols of this time in
history. Women became more independent. They could vote for the first time in 1920. Movie
theaters and radio shows were new. There were big changes in technology. The country became
rich.
The changes brought problems

But some changes caused problems. A racist group called the Ku Klux Klan started
meeting again. There was discrimination against people from other countries who were living in
America. There were fights about whether science or religion was correct. America was at a
crossroads between its new ways and its old ways. The 1 920s were an important time for
women. The country needed more workers to keep business growing. It became more normal for
women to work outside their homes. Machines made it possible for people to work less. People
were earning more money. They could buy more things for their homes and could buy cars.
Most homes had electricity. Electric refrigerators, freezers, and washing machines became
common. Americans could listen to news, music, sports, and more on radios.
Presidents and the Great Depression

Warren G. Harding was Americas 29th president. He served from 1921 until he died in
1923. Americans liked Harding, even though he was not always honest. Calvin Coolidge was the
30th president and was known as quiet and odd. In 1928, Coolidge announced that he did not
want to run again. Herbert Hoover became the 31St president in 1929. The Great Depression
began a few months later. People could not find work. Businesses closed. Many did not have
food or homes. Hoover did not fix these problems and people disliked him for it. The changes in
America didn’t make everyone happy. One example is the Ku Klux Klan. This group became
stronger in the 1 920s. The Klan believes white people are better than others. Klan members often
did violent acts. The group first targeted black people. Then, it targeted Jews, Catholics, Asians,
and some women.
The rich and the poor

Many Americans were living rich lives. But the nation was weak. There was a large gap
between the rich and poor. Then, the stock market collapsed in 1929. The stock market is a way
for people to buy part of big companies. They own shares of stock in a company. But American
companies were not doing so well in the 1920s. Many people lost a lot of money. Businesses
closed and people lost jobs and homes. The years of excessive living and great wealth ended as
the 1 920s were ending.
Directions: Fill out the chart providing 3 examples that show progress and lack of progress.

Progress in the 1920s Lack of progress in the 1920s



Article 2: How Prohibition Gave Birth to NASCAR
NASCAR organizes car races in the U.S. and Canada. It started in 1947. In 1955, Junior

Johnson won five NASCAR racing victories. But he kept going back home in North Carolina to
work in his family husiness.Johnson’s family made moonshine. This is a type of homemade
whiskey. So many boxes were packed inside his house, he had to climb over stacks of them just
to reach his bed. Johnson’s father was arrested for moonshining. The police took more than 7,000
gallons of whiskey. At the time, all alcohol was illegal in the U.S. This was a time about 100
years ago called Prohibition.
Getting away from police

As a teen, Johnson worked as a moonshine delivery boy. I-Ic said he learned to drive fast
so the police wouldn’t catch him. He was not the only one. Many people in Appalachia were
doing the same. This was a very poor area in the east of the U.S. Homemade whiskey helped
farmers make some money. Neal Thompson is a writer. He wrote the book, “Driving with the
Devil: Southern Moonshine, Detroit Wheels, and the Birth of NASCAR.” Thompson says that, at
first, the cars that carried moonshine weren’t fast enough. Then, the Ford V-8 car engine came
out. This allowed moonshiners to get away from police, says Thompson. [)uring that time,
moonshiners began to race their cars. People would even pay to watch them.

Bill France was one of the top drivers. He began finding other people who could race. In
1947, France decided the races needed rules. He gathered car drivers, mechanics and owners in
Florida. They began the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR). Today,
millions of people watch NASCAR races.

The first racers came out of the moonshine world. So did many of the team owners. One
of them was Raymond Parks. Thompson says that Parks was the first person to put together a
racing team. When Parks was 14 years old, he went to work for a moonshiner. He later got very
rich by selling moonshine. Parks’ team won the first two NASCAR championships. The money
from Parks’ moonshine business helped NASCAR grow quickly, Thompson says.
Moonshine and NASCAR

Moonshine had a big effect on NASCAR. But for a long time, this was forgotten.
Thompson says that France wanted to make NASCAR more family friendly. France thought this
would make NASCAR more money. This is why France hid the moonshine from the NASCAR
story, Thompson says. Now, this history is coming out again. Parks was voted into the NASCAR
Hall of Fame. This is a building that honors people who were important for NASCAR. Now it
also has an exhibit about moonshine. It includes a moonshine still that Junior Johnson built
himself A still is a tool that makes moonshine. Today, his father’s whiskey recipe is sold in
stores, It is called ,Junior Johnson’s Midnight Moon Carolina Moonshine.



Article 3: The Harlem Renaissance
Americas culture was changing in the 1 920s. One major change was the Harlem

Renaissance. 1-larlern was a mostly black neighborhood in New York City. Renaissance means
rebirth. It can be a period when things are changing for the better. Or there is a new interest in
something that has not been popular in a long time. Large numbers of black people had moved to
the North around 1890. Before, they were living in the South. They used to be slaves there.
Slavery is when one person owns another person for work. Slavery had ended, but black people
were still not treated fairly. Laws separated blacks and whites. Sometimes white people even hurt
black people.
Seeking better lives up North

After the Civil War, black people were promised their own land. But, they never did get
it. Most blacks did not make enough money working on farms. They had even less after insects
damaged their crops. All these reasons pushed black people to move to the North. They were
looking for better lives there. But, white people in the North treated black people unfairly, too.
Most black people were segregated. They lived in poorer parts of cities. Harlem was a
neighborhood in New York City that many blacks moved to.
Writers and poets influenced by blues and jazz

Writers, actors, artists and musicians glorified African-Americans’ traditions. At the same
time, they created new art and culture. One of the most famous writers and poets from l-Iarlcm
was Langston Hughes. Hughes wrote in a style that was influenced by blues and jazz. Other
writers were important, too. Zora Neale Hurston was noticed quickly with her book “Their Eyes
Were Watching God.” Hurston used the music and stories that she collected around New York to
write her stories, plays and books.

Meanwhile, the “Shuffle Along” musical is credited with making funny musicals popular.
Eubie Blake was an important composer from Harlem and a creator of “Shuffle Along.” This
show was written and produced by African-Americans. It opened in New York in 1921 to great
success. Actor and singer Paul Robeson wowed audiences around the world with his stage
shows. He also fought for black rights.
Harlem jazz draws huge crowds

Jazz music from Harlem shaped America and the entire world. Jazz was different than
other music of the times because of its rhythms and instruments. Jazz musicians improvised
instead ofjust reading music off of sheets. Thousands of city dwellers flocked night after night to
see the same performers. The musicians played differently every night so that no two shows
would ever be the same. Harlem’s Cotton Club showed off big-band jazz musician Duke
Ellington. Singers such as Bessie Smith and Billie 1-loliday popularized blues and jazz singing.
Jelly Roll Morton and Louis Armstrong drew huge audiences, as white Americans and
African-Americans caught jazz fever.

The continuing hardships faced by African-Americans in the Deep South and cities in the
North were severe. But Harlem brought notice to art that might otherwise have been lost or never
produced. The Harlem artists of this time transformed African-American culture. The effects on
all of America were equally strong. For the first time, white America could not look away from
black America.



Directions: Complete of the following prompts.
A. The author states that “moonshine had a big effect on NASCAR.” How did the selling of
moonshine help create NASCAR? Use evidence from the article to support your answer.

B. Determine the meaning of the following poem.

I, Too by Langston Hughs What does this poem mean? Use evidence to support your answer.

1, too, sing America.
I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company conies,
But I laugh.
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
Ill be at the table
When company comes.
Nobodyll dare
Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.
Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed—
I, too, am America.

C. Listen to music from the I 920s. Freewrite your thoughts, feelings, questions, etc.



Week 3: Day 2: The Great Depression

Article 1: The Many Causes of the Great Depression
Herbert Hoover was the 31St president of the United States. He served just one term in

office and it will always be remembered. His presidency was defined by the stock market crash
of 1929 and the beginnings of the Great Depression. The Great Depression lasted from 1929 to
1939. It started in the United States and was a problem for the whole world. People lost their
jobs. Some could not keep their homes. Many did not have enough food to eat. Most could not
afford to buy things that they wanted. Companies could not make goods and farmers had a hard
time growing crops. Economists and historians continue today to debate the causes of the Great
Depression. There is little doubt that there is a link to World War 1. The fighting had taken a toll
on key countries. They included Britain, France and Germany. These countries were the core of
the modern world. Bad memories of the conflict left countries feeling at odds with one another.
They did not join together to deal with the frail global economy.
America turns inward

The United States’ role in World War I was minor and only toward the end of the conflict
that lasted from July 28, 1914, to November 11, 1918. The country’s participation went against
its desire to not involve itself in Europe’s affairs. This resulted in Americans turning their
country even more inward during the I 920s. The United States disarmed its military forces and
war machinery. The U.S. Senate refused to approve the Treaty of Versailles, which was a peace
agreement between Germany and the Allied Powers (predominately Great Britain, France,
Russia and Italy) to end World War 1. The Senate also rejected membership in the League of
Nations, even though it had been promoted by former President Woodrow Wilson. The League
was an international group fonned to resolve disputes between countries. It was the precursor to
the United Nations.

In 1922, Congress passed one of the highest taxes in history on those who sold foreign
goods in the U.S., which hurt trading between countries. Meanwhile, the federal government
insisted throughout the 10 years after the war that the Europeans must repay all the loans given
to them by the U.S. Treasury. This was a hardship for the countries recovering from war. In
1924, America, for the first time in its history, imposed a strict limit on the number of
immigrants who could annually enter the country. Millions of people were turned away.
Militarily, diplomatically, commercially, financially and morally, Americans seemed to be
turning their backs on the outside world.
Stocks fall, businesses fail

The banking system was unstable and the federal government was weak as the Great
Depression began to unfold. In October of 1929, stock prices plunged. Thousands of banks
failed. Tens of thousands of businesses collapsed. Millions of people became unemployed. This
terrible event is known as the Great Crash. By 1932, about 13 million Americans were out of
work. This equaled 1 out of every 4 workers in the country. Many people believed they were
witnessing the end of the American way of life. Franklin D. Roosevelt, commonly known as

FDR, was elected president in 1932. He promised “a new deal for the American people.” FDR
believed that Americans’ lives could be made more secure. His results transformed the country.
FDR held office for more than a dozen years. He was elected president three times. This record
was unmatched by previous presidents and forbidden for all future presidents when the 22nd
Amendment to the Constitution was passed in 1951.



The New Deal
FDR, like Hoover before him, never did find a remedy for the Great Depression. But the

New Deal invented government groups to strengthen the shaky banks, stock markets, and labor.
Unemployment pay and retirement money to protect laid-off workers and the elderly were
enacted. Achieving secure, stable lives for Americans was the main goal of the New Deal’s many
programs. The world the American people tried to shut out after World War I could not be kept at
bay, however. Adolf Hitler of Germany came to power within weeks of FDR taking office in
1933. The entire history of Roosevelt’s presidency unfolded under the shadow of Hitler’s
dictatorship and the rising threat of Nazism. The story of the Great Depression is not simply the
story of the American people during some of the hardest times in its history. It is also part of a
larger story of people in every part of the world who were swept up in the enormous hardships of’
the Great Depression and, ultimately, World War II.

1. What is one way that World War I led to the global depression?

A. The end of the war hurt factories when countries stopped building new weapons.

B. Countries that fought against each other were too angry to cooperate when they needed to.

C. The damage to the land caused by the war made farming much more difficult.

D. People who left their jobs to go to war and many businesses closed

2. How did US policy hurt the economies of other countries?

A. The US charged immigrants from other countries entry fees which made them stop coming.
B. When they refused to join the League of Nations, the US accidentally hurt other economies.

C. US citizens took all their money out of other countries’ banks when World War I began.

D. High taxes on goods from foreign countries made international trading harder.

3. What was one of the effects of the Depression in the United States?

A. Countries started working together.
B. America got rid of all its taxes for ten years.

C. Many people lost their jobs throughout the country.

D. More people became farmers when factories closed.

4. How did President Franklin Roosevelt try to help Americans during the Depression?

A. He created many jobs for unemployed people.
B. He made food free for everyone in the country.

C. He changed the economy from capitalism to socialism.

D. He made better trade deals with foreign countries.

Article 2: The Human Toll of the Great Depression
The Great Depression began nearly 90 years ago. It was a time when there were not

enough jobs. Those hard times remain clear in the minds of Americans. People waited for food
in soup kitchens. People were living in whole tos made of shacks. They were known as
“Hoovervilles.” They were named after President Herbert Hoover. Men and women with no
money sold apples on street corners. Large groups of farmers from states such as Arkansas and
Oklahoma left home. They went to look for work in California.



Many People Lost Jobs And Homes
The Depression affected millions of people. Many lost their jobs. Fewer than 3 million

people did not have jobs in 1929. That jumped to 12 1/2 million in 1932. In that year, one-quarter
of the nation’s families did not have a single person working in a job. Even those lucky enough
to have jobs were hurting. They got big pay cuts and fewer hours of work. only 1 company in 10
did not cut pay. In 1932, three-quarters of all workers were working part-time, They worked just
60 percent of the normal work week.

Not having enough jobs was scary. By 1933 the average family made 40 percent less
money than in 1929. Times were hard in the Pennsylvania coal fields. Three or four families
would crowd together in one-room shacks. In Arkansas, families were found living in caves. In
California, whole families lived in huge sewer pipes. Many people became homeless. Lots of
families were kicked out of their homes. They could not pay their rent. Free flophouses and
missions in Los Angeles helped. They provided beds for 200,000 homeless people.
Saving Money Was Very Important

Families did many things to save money. They skipped going to the hospital when they
were sick. Some saved money by planting gardens and buying old bread. They used cardboard
and cotton for shoe soles. Food prices dropped. Many families still could not pay for milk or
meat though. In New York City, milk sales dropped a million gallons a day. President Hoover did
not understand people’s needs. He said, “Nobody is actually starving.” He said the homeless were
better fed than they had ever been before. This was not true. In New York City in 1931, there
were 20 known cases of people starving to death. In 1934, there were 110 deaths caused by
hunger.

The Depression had a huge effect on families. It forced couples to wait longer to get
married. People had fewer babies than ever before. Fewer people got divorced, but only because
they did not have enough money to pay for it. Instead, spouses left their families behind. By
1940, 1.5 million married women were living apart from their husbands. More than 200,000
homeless children wandered the country. The breakup of their families left them without homes.
More Women Looked For Work

The I)epression hurt the way that many men saw themselves. They had felt that their jobs
made them the center of the family. With no jobs, some men lost the power to make decisions for
their families. Large numbers of men lost self-respect. They stopped looking for work. Others
became self-destructive or hurt their families. Unlike men, many women had chances to try new
things during the Depression. Many families needed more money. Married women got jobs to
help out. Most women worked jobs that did not earn them much respect. Still, those jobs helped.
Their work gave them more of a say in family decisions. The Great Depression was hard for
many. It also drew some families closer together. As one person said: “Many a family has lost its
automobile and found its soul.” Families had to come up with plans for getting through hard
times together. They shared their money. They moved in with other family members to cut costs.
Many Americans no longer believed that problems could be solved by people acting alone. More
and more, they looked to the U.S. government for help.
Everyone Was Affected

Hard times were seen all over the country. Even Harvard graduates were broke. Doctors
and lawyers saw their pay fall 40 percent. No groups were hurt more than African-Americans
and Mexican-Americans though. A year into the Great Depression, many African-Americans had
no jobs. Seventy percent of Charleston’s black population had no jobs. In Memphis, it was 75



percent. Most black families in Macon County, Alabama, lived in homes without wooden floors.
They had no windows. The average person there made less than a dollar a day.

The l)epression hit Mexican-American families very hard. Mexican- Americans faced
serious problems from groups of mostly white workers. These workers did not want to fight for
jobs against Mexican workers. Jobs were already hard to find. The government gave into
demands from these white workers. They sent more than 400,000 people with Mexican
backgrounds away. They had to go across the border to Mexico. That way they could not apply
for relief. Many of these people were born in the United States. Others had the right to live in the
United States. That meant the deportations did not honor the peoples rights as Americans.

Even charities had it hard in the 1 930s. Charities and local governments tried to help the
poor. They had a hard time keeping up. In south Texas, the Salvation Army gave a penny to each
person each day. In Philadelphia, charities gave out $1 million a month to poor people. This
provided families with only $1.50 a week for groceries. In 1932, $317 million was given to the
poor. That’s $26 for each of the nation’s 12.5 million jobless.

Directions: Find examples of causes and effects from both texts that led to the Great
Depression. Optional Challenge: find a cause that relates to the country as a whole, individuals

in cities, and farmers. You need at least three examples of each cause and effect.

Cause Effect



Week 3: Day 3: World War II
Article 1: WWII: Origins of the War
Directions: As you read, annotate the text identifying (highlight, chunk, label, etc.) 1.
Events leading up to WWII, 2. Events during WWII, and 3. Details of how involved
countries and communities were affected as a result of the key events

World War 11 was the central event of the 20th century. It involved all six major
continents, all three of the great oceans on the planet, dozens of countries and billions of people.
It caused 57 million deaths and unimaginable human suffering. It brought about the redrawing of
national boundaries, made millions of families homeless and led to the near annihilation of the
Jewish population of Europe. By the time it was over in 1945, dozens of great cities around the
world had been obliterated. And population centers that had mostly avoided the worst of the
death and destruction continued to see poverty and hunger for many years. Meanwhile, the
prisoners and the wounded would carry the cost of the conflict with them for the rest of their
lives.

A world at war
There is no one date that can be said to mark the beginning of the greatest of global

conflicts. In 1931, the Japanese army invaded Manchuria, a northern province of China. In 1936.
German dictator Adolf Hitler moved aggressively into the Rhineland, an area of Europe to the
west of Germany. According to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, signed after Germany’s
defeat in World War I, German military forces were not permitted in the Rhineland. Then, in
1938, Hitler incorporated Czechoslovakia and Austria into Nazi Germany, also known as the
Third Reich.

By this time, the Western
world was fully alert to the menace
of this fanatically ambitious
dictator. Then, in the early morning
hours of September 1, 1 939, Hitler
sent his armies into Poland. Two
days later, France and Great Britain
declared war on Germany. Within a
matter of weeks the Soviet Union,
which had recently signed a
nonaggression treaty with 1-litler,
attacked Poland from the east.
World War II had begun. In
general, the American people did
not want to have any part in a
European war. They felt protected
by great oceans on both sides of the North American continent. And they felt that, in World War
I, American boys had fought and bled in France mostly to make fortunes for weapons makers.
Moreover, the United States had allowed its armed forces to wither in the 1 920s and I 930s. By
the time World War II broke out in Europe, its army of 190,000 men ranked about 18th in the
world.

“ht in World War II?

4



German aggression in Western Europe
The United States might never have entered World War 11 if Germany, Japan and Italy

had stopped after their initial conquests. But the three Axis powers soon made astonishing gains.
After taking over Norway and neutralizing Sweden, the Nazis turned their attention to the big
prize. Early in the morning of May 10, 1940, Hitler launched a blitzkrieg, or lightning war,
against France, whose army had previously been considered the finest in the world. Instead of
spreading out its tanks, the German army placed them all in a few specialized divisions. These
arrangements were known as panzer formations. They allowed the German army to smash holes
in the enemy line and then break out into the rear. This created chaos on the roads. It also
prevented the Allies from plugging the gaps.

The British and French armies actually had more and better tanks than the attackers.
However, new strategic and tactical ideas like the blitzkrieg were ultimately more effective. The
German tank columns swept everything before them, and the French defenses soon collapsed. By
the end of June 1940, essentially all of western Europe was under the control of Nazi Germany.

How did Europe look during the War?Hitler’s miscalculation
Hitler expected

Great Britain, his only
remaining foe, to recognize
the superiority of German
arms. He wanted the
country to CiflOVC itself
from active involvement in
Europe. After all, he
thought, Germany sought
growing space in the east
and had no intention of
dismantling the British
Empire. Why not just
divide the world? Why
would the British not be
content with their vast :NEUTRAL COUNTRIES

holdings in Asia, on the AXIS COUNTRIES
J UNDER AXIS CONTROL

other side of the world? ALLIED COUNTRIES
CARO

When Great Britain refused
to give in, however, Hitler Hitler and his troops conquered much of Europe. But pushing
unleashed the German air to the East and the West at the same time proved costly.
force on the English
homeland. He expected that its heavy blows would bring Prime Minister Winston Churchill to
his senses.

In 1941, however, Hitler made a huge mistake. in fact, perhaps no event in human history
was as important and impactful as his decision to invade the Soviet Union in the early summer.
He had not defeated Great Britain, and yet he was turning his armies to the east. As a result,
Germany was fighting a war on two fronts. When his soldiers crossed the Soviet frontier on June

1-

SPAIN
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22, the Nazi leader’s new opponent became Joseph Stalin, a dictator as cruel and cunning as
himself Stalin was the head of both the largest country and the largest army on earth. The
eastern front, which involved hundreds of combat divisions stretched over thousands of miles of
land, would turn out to be a human furnace. Germany essentially bled to death in Russia, as
four-fifths of all Gennan soldiers who perished in the war died while fighting the Soviet army.
For the Soviet Union, the bloodshed was even worse. A staggering 27 million Soviet citizens
died in what for them will always be “the Great Patriotic War.”

Why did each country join What steps did each country What were the consequences
the war? take to ensure its security and of actions taken to ensure

well-being? national security?

United Kingdom:

France:

Soviet Union:

United States:

Nazi Germany:

Japan:

Italy:





Week 3: Day 4: Minorities and WWII
Article 1: The Navajo code talkers used their native language to help win a war

It’s August 7, 1942, in the middle of World War [1. A huge battle is raging on
Guadalcanal Island in the Pacific Ocean. Hidden in the steamy jungle, two Japanese soldiers
watch as American troops roll out the wires for a communication system. In the distance, gunfire
rattles and bombs blast. When the Americans are gone, the soldiers creep out to tap into the
newly laid communication line, Both understand English well. They hope to eavesdrop on what
the Americans are planning. The first Japanese soldier listens. A look of surprise crosses his
face. He hears a sing-song “mumbling,” some low-pitched murmuring and clicks. The second
soldier also listens. It isn’t English. It’s like nothing they’ve ever heard before.

What did they hear? Two Navajo code talkers on their field telephones. The code talkers
enabled Americans to communicate secretly and speedily in the heat of battle and were critical to
winning the war in the Pacific. Their code was never broken by the Japanese.
An Unusual Language

The idea for using Navajo code talkers was suggested by Philip Johnston, the son of a
missionary. Johnston had grown up on the Navajo Reservation. He knew that Navajo was an
unusual language that few people outside the tribe could understand. He also knew how
important it was for the Marines to be able to communicate quickly without using decoding
machines or codebooks that could fall into enemy hands. l)uring World War I, members of the
Choctaw tribe had sent messages for the U.S. Army. However, Johnston knew that German
students had studied and learned many Native American languages since then, including
Choctaw. Yet the Germans — now allies with Japan — had not studied Navajo.

Navajo is very different from English and very difficult to learn. For example, there are
37 different ways to pronounce the Navajo word for “wind.” Just by using this one word and
pitching your voice in slightly different ways, you can communicate many different ideas. For
example, you can say the wind is making you cold or warming you or blowing away from you.
Perfect For Keeping Messages Secret

Navajo’s difficulty as a language made it perfect for keeping messages secret during war.
When Johnston took his idea to the Marines they thought, yes, this could work. The plan
succeeded not only because no Japanese understood Navajo but also because the Navajo talked
in a special code. In Navajo, there is no word for dive bomber or for other modern military
tenns. So the code talkers gave bird names to airplanes. They gave fish names to ships. Dive
bombers became chicken hawks (gini) and fighter planes were hummingbirds (da-he-tih-hi). A
battleship was a whale (lo-tso). The code talkers called hand grenades potatoes (ni-ma-si) and
bombs were called eggs (a-ye-shi).

The code talkers also needed a secret way to spell words that didn’t have code names. So
for each letter of the alphabet, they picked an English word that began with that letter. For
example, the letter A was “ant.” B was “bear,” and C was “cat.” Then they used Navajo words to
stand for these letters. Ant (woMa-chee) stood for A. bear (shush) stood for B, and cat (moasi)
stood for C. So if you wanted to spell out the word “cab’ in the code, you would say “moasi
woMa-chee shush,” which means C-A-B.
Humble In Victory

This code was so secret and safe that even other Navajo couldn’t understand it, unless
they were specially trained. The Japanese did figure out that Navajo was being used. They hoped
to crack the code by capturing a Navajo soldier. At one point, they managed to take a Navajo



soldier prisoner. However, because he wasn’t a code talker, he couldn’t translate the messages for
them.

After the war, the work of the Navajo code talkers was kept secret —just in case the U.S.
needed to call on them again. When the code talkers returned home from war, many simply said
they had sen’ed as radiomen. Today. their real role is well known, as is their bravery. They are
rightly honored for the essential part they played in winning the war.

Directions: Answer the following questions using evidence from the text.

1. Did the Navajo’s role in World War II change the way Native Americans were treated after the
war?

2. How have Native Americans faced racism in America, even in the wake of their service to the
country?



Article 2: Japanese-American Relocation in the U.S. During World War II
On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, an American Navy base in Hawaii.

Close to 20 ships and about 300 planes were destroyed, and more than 2,000 soldiers and sailors
were killed. Within days, Congress declared war against Japan and Germany, its ally. The attack
launched the United States fully into World War II. Before Pearl Harbor, the United States
supplied England and other allies with weapons. but did not join in the fight.
Widespread fear about national security after Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor also created widespread fear about national security,
especially on the West Coast. In February 1942, just two months after Pearl Harbor, President
Franklin Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066. it said that all people of Japanese ancestry,
both citizens and noncitizens, must move inland from the West Coast and away from the Pacific
military zone. The order had two purposes. The first was to prevent spying by Japanese. The
second was to protect people of Japanese-Americans from being hurt by people who were angry
at Japan.

The military zone ran along the entire coast of the Pacific Ocean. In Washington and
Oregon, the eastern boundary of the military zone was an imaginary line along the Cascade
Mountains. This line continued down the center of California from north to south.
All persons of Japanese ancestry ordered to relocation centers

Roosevelt’s order affected 117,000 Japanese-American people. Two-thirds of them were
born in the United States. The first generation of Japanese in this country were called the issei.
The second generation was the Nisei. At the time of Roosevelt’s order, there were 70,000 Nisei
American citizens. Within weeks, all persons of Japanese ancestry whether citizens or not,
young or old, rich or poor — were ordered to report to centers near their homes. Soon they were
sent to permanent relocation centers outside the military zone.
Centers far from the ocean, often in remote areas

For example, Japanese-Americans in western Washington State went to the assembly
center at the Puyallup Fairgrounds near Tacoma. They lived for the next several months in a
cowshed at a fairgrounds or a horse stall at a racetrack. Next, they were taken to permanent
relocation centers many miles from the ocean, often in remote and desolate areas. Sites included
Tule Lake, California; Minidoka, Idaho; Manzanar, California; Topaz, Utah; Jerome, Arkansas;
Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Poston, Arizona; Granada, Colorado; and Rohwer, Arkansas.

At the relocation centers, four or five families squeezed into barracks. Life went on and
children went to school. Families ate together in dining halls, and there were few jobs. People
who caused trouble were sent to a special camp at Tule Lake, California.
Japanese-Americans of 442nd fighting unit win many medals

In 1943 and 1944, the government organized a fighting unit of Japanese-Americans to
fight in Europe. It was called the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and became famous for
winning the most medals in World War II. Many Americans claimed that Japanese-Americans
were loyal to Japan. Their military record shows patriotic they really were.

As the war drew to a close, the relocation centers were slowly emptied. While some
people returned to their hometowns, others went to live in new places. For example, only 3 out
of 1 0 members, or 30 percent, of the Japanese-American community of Tacoma, Washington,
returned to Tacoma after the war. About 80 percent of Japanese-Americans from Fresno,
California, went back to Fresno.



Arguments over whether internment was fair
The internment led to legal challenges and arguments over whether it was fair. In the

1940s, three Japanese people in the camps said that the orders were against the U.S. Constitution.

Two of them lost their cases. However, in 1944, the Supreme Court ruled that a woman named

Mitsuye Endo should be released from an internment center.
Some people refer to the relocation centers as concentration camps. During World War II,

Nazi Germany forced Jews into concentration camps. They lived there in terrible conditions and

were given little food. In 1988, Congress passed a law recognizing that the Japanese internment

was unjust, apologized and gave $20,000 to each person who was interned, On December 7,

1991, on the 50th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attack, President George Ii. W. Bush said,

‘The internment of Americans of Japanese ancestry was a great injustice, and it will never be

repeated.”
“Why were the guns pointed inward?”
After the war, a Japanese-American was told they were put in those camps for their own
protection. The person said, “If we were put there for our protection, why were the guns at the

guard towers pointed inward, instead of outward?”

Significance: Why is the event described in the article taught in schools today? What are the

lasting lessons that we can learn from studying this event? Support your response with evidence

from the text.



Week 3: Day 5: The Holocaust
Article 1: The Holocaust, Part One: The Rise of Adolf Hitler and World War II

The word “Holocaust11 comes from the Greek words “bolos” (whole) and “kaustos”
(burned). The term was historically used to describe a sacrificial offering burned on an altar.
Since 1945, however, the word has become synonymous with one of the darkest chapters in
human history: the mass murder of some 6 million European Jews by the German Nazi regime
during World War II. Millions of others from targeted groups were also put to death, including
Roma (sometimes negatively called Gypsies), gay people and people with disabilities. Jews,
though, were the Nazis’ main targets and victims.

To Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, Jews were an inferior race. i-ic and his followers considered
Jews an alien threat to German racial purity and society. Once he came to power, he was able to
turn his nightmarish ideas into deadly action. Hitler’s “Final Solution” — now known as the
Holocaust — happened under the cover of world war. As world powers concentrated on
hattlefronts, Nazis constructed mass killing centers in the concentration camps of Nazi-occupied
Europe.
Historical anti-Semitism and Hitler’s rise to power

Anti-Semitism, or anti-Jewish bigotry, had roots in Europe long before Hitler’s rise.
Followers of the Jewish faith were often viewed as strange outsiders by their Christian
neighbors. However, an intellectual movement in the 17th and 18th centuries, called the
Enlightenment, emphasized religious tolerance. In the 19th century, Napoleon and other
European rulers passed laws ending official discrimination against Jews. But anti-Jewish feelings
did not end. In many places, hateful attitudes became less about religious differences and more
about racial hostility.

The roots of Hitler’s vicious brand of anti-Semitism are unclear. Born in Austria in 1889,
he served in the German army during World War I, which began in 1914. After its defeat in
1918, Germany was left with a shattered government and ruined economy. Like many
anti-Semites in Germany, Hitler blamed the Jews for the country’s downfall. This ignored the
fact that some 100,000 German Jews fought for their country during the war.

Soon after the World War I ended, Hitler joined a political group that became the
National Socialist German Workers’ Party. It was better known to English speakers as the Nazis.
In 1923, Hilter was found guilty of treason for his leadership role in an attempt to overthrow the
government of Bavaria, a German state.

While imprisoned, Hitler wrote the book “Mein Kampf’—”My Struggle” — in which he
predicted a European war that would result in “the extermination of the Jewish race in Germany.”
Hitler was obsessed with the idea of the superiority of the “pure” German race, which he called
“Aryan.” He also argued for the need for “Lebensraum,” or living space, for that race to expand.

In the years after he was released from prison, Hitler took advantage of the weakness of
his political opponents. He built his party’s power. On January 20, 1933, he was named
chancellor of Germany. The next year he anointed himself “der Führer” — Germany’s supreme
ruler. Huge Nazi rallies drove home the message of party strength.

The twin goals of racial purity and territorial expansion were the core of Hitler’s
worldview. After 1933, they became the driving forces behind his foreign and domestic policy.
Nazis start the “Aryanization” of Germany

The Nazis opened the first concentration camp at Dachau, Germany, in March 1933.
Many of its prisoners were the Nazis’ political enemies. By July that year, such camps held some



27,000 prisoners. Like the network of labor and prison camps that followed, Dachau was under
the control of Heinrich Himmler. Himmier served as head of the elite Nazi guard, the
Schutzstaffei (SS). lie later became chief of the German police, or Gestapo.

In 1933, Jews in Germany numbered around 525,000. about 1 percent of Germany’s
population. During the next six years, Nazis undertook the “Aryanization” of Germany. They
dismissed Jews from civil service. They closed Jewish-owned businesses and stripped Jewish
lawyers and doctors of their clients. Under the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, anyone with three or
four Jewish grandparents was considered a Jew. Those with two Jewish grandparents were
designated Mischlinge, or half-breeds.

Under these laws, Jews of all ages became routine targets for discrimination and
persecution. This came to a head on Kristallnacht, or the “night of broken glass,” in November
1938. Synagogues, Jewish buildings of worship, were burned and windows in Jewish shops were
smashed. Some 100 Jews were killed and thousands more arrested. Between 1933 and 1939,
hundreds of thousands of.Jews fled Germany if they could. Those who remained lived in a
constant state of uncertainty and fear.
World War II begins

In September 1939, the German army invaded the western half of Poland, marking the
beginning of World War II. Gennan forces soon forced tens of thousands of Polish Jews from
their homes. They were sent to Jewish areas in Polish cities known as ghettos where they were
surrounded by high walls and barbed wire. These virtual prison camps suffered widespread
poverty and hunger. In addition, overpopulation made them breeding grounds for deadly diseases
like typhus.

In the fall of 1939, Nazi officials began identifying about 70,000 Germans with physical
and mental disabilities. Hilter planned for them to be systematically gassed to death in the
so-called euthanasia program. After German religious leaders protested, Hitler officially ended
the program in August 1941, hut it continued in secret. By the war’s end in 1945, some 275,000
people with disabilities had been killed. In hindsight, it seems clear that this program served as a
test run for the Holocaust.

Article 2: The Holocaust, Part Two: The “Final Solution”
Throughout the spring and summer of 1940, the German army expanded Adolf Hitler’s

empire in Europe. Nazi soldiers conquered i)enmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Luxembourg and France. Beginning in 1941, Jews from all over the continent were transported
to Poland. They were placed in confined city sections called ghettos. In June 1941, the German
raid on the Soviet Union marked a new level of brutality in warfare. Mobile killing units would
murder more than 500,000 Soviet Jews and others over the course of the German occupation.

On July 31, 1941, one of Hitler’s top commanders wrote about the need for a “linal
solution’ to “the Jewish question.” Beginning in September 1941, every person designated as a
Jew in German-held territory was marked with a yellow star. This made all of them open targets.
Tens of thousands of Jews were soon being deported to the Polish ghettos.

Since June 1941, experiments with mass killing methods had been ongoing at the
concentration camp of Auschwitz. That August, officials used a pesticide called Zyklon-B to gas
500 Soviet prisoners of war to death. Nazi leaders soon placed a huge order for the gas, a
disturbing sign of the coming Holocaust.



Germans built mass killing centers in Poland
Beginning in late 1941, the Germans began transporting huge numbers of people from

the ghettos in Poland to the concentration camps. They started with those people viewed as the
least useful: the sick, the old, the weak and the very young. The first mass gassings began at the
camp of Beizec on March 17, 1942.

Five more mass killing centers were built at camps in occupied Poland. These camps
included Cheimno, Sobibor, Treblinka, Majdanek and Auschwitz. From 1942 to 1945. Jews were
deported to the camps from all over Europe. The heaviest deportations took place during the
summer and fall of 1942, when more than 300,000 people were deported from the Warsaw
Ghetto alone.

The Nazis tried to keep the operation of the camps a secret, but the scale of the killing
made this impossible. Eyewitnesses brought reports of Nazi atrocities to the Allied governments,
who were fighting against Germany in the war. The Allied powers included Britain, France, the
United States and many other countries. Their governments were harshly criticized after the war
for their failure to respond to news of the Holocaust.

This lack of action was most likely due to the Allied focus on winning the war at hand.
But it was also a result of the governments’ refusal to believe that such atrocities could be
occurring on such an enormous scale. At Auschwitz alone, more than 2 million people were
murdered. A large population of Jewish and non-Jewish prisoners worked in the labor camp
there. Only Jews were gassed to death, hut thousands of others died of starvation or disease.
During the summer of 1944, even as Germany was beginning to lose the war, a large part of
Hungary’s Jewish population was deported to Auschwitz. As many as 12,000 Jews were killed
every day.
Germany surrenders after Hitler’s death

By the spring of 1945, German leadership was suffering from internal conflict. Several
Nazi leaders were trying to distance themselves from Hitler and take power. In his last will,
dictated in a German bunker on April 29, Hitler blamed the war on “international Jewry and its
helpers.” The following day, he committed suicide. Germany’s formal surrender in World War II
came barely a week later, on May 8, 1945.

German forces had begun evacuating many of the death camps in the fall of 1944. They
forced prisoners to march away from the advancing enemy’s army. These so-called “death
marches” resulted in the deaths of some 250,000 to 375,000 people. In his book “Survival in
Auschwitz,” the Italian Jewish author Primo Levi described life in the camp the day before
Soviet troops arrived in January 1945: “We lay in a world of death and phantoms. The last trace
of civilization had vanished around and inside us. The work of bestial degradation, begun by the
victorious Germans, had been carried to a conclusion by the Germans in defeat.”
Germans and Jews were deeply affected by the Holocaust

The wounds of the Holocaust were slow to heal. Survivors of the camps found it nearly
impossible to return home. In many cases they had lost their families and been denounced by
their non-Jewish neighbors. As a result, the late 1 940s saw a great number of refugees and other
displaced populations moving across Europe.

In 1945, the Allies began the Nuremherg Trials, an effort to punish the villains of the
Holocaust. The trials brought Nazi atrocities to horrifying light. Increasingly, there was pressure
on the Allied powers to create a homeland for Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. This eventually
led to the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948.



Over the years that followed, ordinary Germans struggled with the Holocaust’s bitter
legacy. Meanwhile, survivors and the families of victims sought repayment for the wealth and
property stolen from them during the Nazi years. In 1953, the German government began to
make payments to individual Jews and to the Jewish people. This was a way of acknowledging
responsibility for the crimes committed in their name.

Directions: Create a timeline of events stated by the two articles.

Reflection: What are the lasting lessons that we can learn from studying this event?



Week : Day 1

Article 1: What are Civil Rights?
What does “civil rights” mean to Americans?
As stated in the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-evident,

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” This statement
explains the rights of all Americans.

The rights of people in a society are defined by the government, with input from its
citizens. For the purposes of these discussions, civil rights are those rights guaranteed to
individuals as citizens of a nation, regardless of gender, race and ethnicity, physical/mental
ability or sexual preference. However, not all people are able to exercise their rights as
Americans. This is true both today and in the past.
“A Free White Person, Of Good Character”

In 1776, the Declaration of Independence stated that the United States was its own
country and no longer under British rule. In 1789, the newly formed U.S. government approved
the Constitution. It explained the rights of its citizens. It also formalized the segregation of
Native Americans and people of African descent. A year later, Congress passed the
Naturalization Act of 1790. It stated that to become a U.S. citizen, a person must be “a free white
person, of good character, living in the United States for two years.” People born in the United
States to fathers born in the United States, or who had become citizens officially, were citizens.
Women could be citizens but were unable to vote in the majority of states. Women also had
limited rights to own property, particularly if they were married.

The countr3T’s growth to the West introduced new groups to the civil rights discussion.
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 promised U.S. citizenship rights to Mexicans who
were in the United States after the Mexican-American War. However, their property rights and
participation in the political process were legally erased.
New Law Takes Away Rights For African-Americans

The Chinese population in the United States also experienced much of the same
discriminatory treatment. The Chinese population had become an important part of western
mining towns and as labor for the railroads. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 denied
citizenship to the Chinese, even though they helped develop one-third of the nation.

The Dred Scott decision in 1857 took away civil rights for African-Americans by legally
denying them any claim of citizenship. This left free and enslaved African-Americans,
Chinese-Americans, Mexican-Americans and Native Americans segregated in a growing nation.

The passage of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution in the late
i8oos gave citizenship to many of these groups. Many minorities were granted the same rights
as the rest of society. Native Americans, though, were not given citizenship until 1924. Social
practices, policies and laws had created barriers to their rights as citizens.
Citizenship Does Not Ensure Rights

However, Jim Crow laws beginning in the i88os legalized segregation between blacks
and whites. These and other laws undermined the amendments that granted equal rights for
citizens. Groups that gained citizenship found their rights denied or simply ignored.

In 1920, a law was passed giving women the right to vote but it did not provide equal
rights. For African-Americans, Latinos and Asians, becoming or being born U.S. citizens did not
ensure these rights. Minority groups had to fight for the rights they had been granted on paper



but didn’t actually have in their daily lives. For this reason, the fight for civil rights is generally
referred to as a “civil rights struggle.”

Over time, discriminated groups of Americans have expanded. Today they also include
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual people and disabled people.
The civil rights struggle has gone from being an issue of equal treatment for all races to an issue
of equal treatment for all groups.

Writing Prompt: Significance: What are the lasting lessons that we can learn from studying this
event? Support your response with evidence from the text.

Article : U.S. History 1945 to the Present: The Sixties
The years from 1960 to 1969 were the most significant decade of the 20th century. They

also remain a source of great disagreement, as some see them as a period of great progress,
while others see them as years during which the country fell apart. The 196os dawned bright
with hope and brought many important achievements and reforms. Yet, they ended with the
country divided and disillusioned.

The first important date of the new decade was February 1, 1960. On that day, four
African-American students sat down at the lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
ordered coffee and doughnuts. At the time, segregation in the South and elsewhere kept blacks
and whites apart. African-Americans were barred from many whites-only restaurants and other
public places. The students’ courageous act sparked a new phase in the civil rights movement

seeking equal rights for blacks.
By September 1961, nearly 70,000 students had held sit-ins. They sought to desegregate

restaurants, churches, libraries, movie theaters and buses, among other places.
Martin Luther King and his “Dream”

In the spring of 1963, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. organized a series of
marches and sit-ins in Birmingham, Alabama. King was determined to force President John F.
Kennedy to push for strong new civil rights laws.

Police brutally attacked the protesters in Birmingham. The televised scenes of snarling
police dogs being used against nonviolent demonstrators, many of them children, horrified
many Americans.

Kennedy responded by proposing a major civil rights bill. To push Congress to pass the
measure, nearly 250,000 Americans came to Washington, D.C., late in August. There they heard



King proclaim his dream of freedom and justice and brotherhood — his famous “I Have a
Dream” speech.

Before the bill could be passed, President Kennedy was killed in November of 1963. The
next year the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was approved, with a push from the new president,
Lyndon B. Johnson. The law was the most far-reaching civil rights legislation in U.S. history. It
banned discrimination based on race and segregation in schools, housing, restaurants and the
workplace.
Others call for equal rights

The Civil Rights Act was followed by the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The new legislation
got rid of many practices that had been put in place to make it hard for African-Americans to
vote.

The decision of African-Americans to fight for their rights inspired many other
disadvantaged groups. Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, gays and women took to the
streets to demand equal rights for themselves as well.

In 1966, the National Organization for Women was formed. Its goal was to end
discrimination against women in the workplace and to ensure equal pay for equal work.
Poverty fight shifts to war in Vietnam

By the mid-1960s, there was also a growing focus on ending poverty. President Johnson
declared an “unconditional war on poverty.” Congress responded with a variety of programs to
give the poor a “hand up, not a handout.”

In 1964, Johnson succeeded in getting Congress to pass his Great Society legislation. It
included new funding to he spent on aiding the poor and improving conditions in poor city
neighborhoods. The percent of the population in poverty began dropping rapidly — it went from
22 percent in 1960 to 13 percent by 1969.

By 1966, however, Johnson had started to lose his focus on Great Society reforms. By
then, the government was spending 20 times more money on the war in Vietnam than it was on
fighting poverty in the United States.
Opposition to war mounts

The Vietnam War began during the 1950S, but did not at first involve that many troops.
Johnson escalated it into a major war. By ig68, over half a million U.S. troops were in Vietnam.
As the war dragged on, a fierce student antiwar movement developed and the country grew
increasingly divided.

In 1968, a shaken President Johnson, feeling he had lost the country’s support, declared
he would not run for another term as president.

After Johnson left office, the era of reforms came to an end. Johnson was followed in
1969 by President Richard Nixon. The new president was supported by those who were angered
and frightened by social change.
Nixon abandons social reform

Nixon stepped up the war efforts in Vietnam. At the same time, he deepened the
divisions among Americans. The president painted protesters as the enemy of law and order. He
courted those whites who were upset by the black civil rights movement and angered by the
many programs aimed at helping the poor.

The 196os had begun with dreams of a new society in which no one was poor or
exploited, and in which the sins of racism would be corrected. It ended with a widespread
rejection of these goals. By the close of the 1960s, most Americans had turned away from a
desire for rapid social reform. For much of the next half century, those who wanted to keep
things as they were held the reins of political power.



Please watch the 1 Have a Dream” speech on YouTube. Write a letter to Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and tell him f his dream is coming true. Explain what is coming true and what we can work
on to make his dream come true.

Dear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

Sincerely,



Week : Day : Current Social Movements

Directions: Read these two articles about social movements that are happening right now.
Once you are done reading both articles, fill out the writing prompt at the bottom of the second
article.

Article 1: This 18-year-old is suing the government over climate change
Victoria Barrett was really looking forward to her high school’s retreat junior year. But

she got there late — right in the middle of the talent show, and in no mood to party.
“I’m in a room full of screaming, dancing girls,” Barrett says, “and I was [thinking], like,

‘Does nobody know what’s happening in the world? Like, how is anyone happy right now? How
is anyone having a good time?”

Barrett wasn’t feeling the vibe that night because she’d just come from the United
Nations. She’d been there to talk about the lawsuit she’s involved in to try to force the federal
government to take action on climate change.

The lawsuit is called Juliana v. the United States. It was filed by 21 young Americans
between the ages of 10 and 21. They claim that the government is violating their constitutional
rights by supporting the use of the fossil fuels that are the biggest source of climate pollution.
It’s an unprecedented lawsuit. Some legal experts have called it “radical.” Barrett just calls it
necessary.

“It’s an issue of justice and fairness,” she says.
Warming temperatures, rising seas and more extreme weather threaten young people’s

lives in America. Yet Barrett says they’ve had virtually no voice in deciding what’s to be done
about it. So when one of the organizers of an environmental group she was involved in suggested
she join the la•vsuit, she jumped at the chance.

“It seemed like another way to make change,” she says. “And I’ve always really been into
government, and taking action through the judicial branch sounded really interesting. So I was
like, ‘Yeah, I’m down for that.”

There’s an even deeper resonance for her, as well. Barrett’s mom is from Honduras —

one of the many developing countries that are in the crosshairs of the climate crisis.
“Sea level rise really impacts the coast of Honduras,” she says. “But you know, they’re not

the one contributing mostly to the issue. It’s an issue of justice, and the people who are
contributing the least amount of carbon emissions to the world are the ones being most affected
by it.”

But being from Honduras, Barrett’s mom was concerned about her getting involved in a
lawsuit against the government.

“That seems risky,” she remembers her mom saying. “In a country like Honduras, suing
the government is like — you don’t do that, that is not an option. You could tell, like, maybe she
thought the CIA or FBI was going to be watching me or something. She just seemed very, ‘You
don’t think this could be bad for you or anything?’ And I was like, ‘No, this sounds awesome!”

The case itself is novel. Barrett and her fellow plaintiffs claim that the federal
government is violating the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, the one that says “No person
shall...be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due process of law.”

The lawyers representing Barrett and the other plaintiffs will argue that the government
knew about the dangerous effects of burning fossil fuels. They will argue that the government
put the lives of citizens at risk by allowing companies to mine coal and drill for oil on public



lands. They’ll ask the courts to require the federal government to commit to reducing C02 levels

in the atmosphere.
James Huffman is emeritus dean and law professor at the Lewis and Clark Law School.

Huffman says the case is “leaps and bounds ahead of where constitutional law has ever gone
before,” and that there’s not much chance it’ll succeed. Others say it would empower the courts

to overstep their bounds and determine national climate policy.
And Barrett says the critiques go even further.
“A lot of people think that we were put up to this,” she says, “brainwashed because we’re

kids.”
Some critics say Barrett and her fellow plaintiffs are being used by adult climate activists,

and that they don’t understand what they’re getting into. Barrett finds this kind of baffling.
“Apparently kids can’t have, like, autonomous ideas or feelings,” she says.

Barrett says she totally knows what she’s getting into. She and some of the other
plaintiffs have been trolled on the Internet. She’s missed school because of her involvement with
the case and has struggled to keep her grades up and try to balance a social life and hobbies.

“I don’t want to have to do this,” Barrett says. “It’s just I feel like it obviously needs to he
done. Like, young people need to be speaking about this issue, because other people aren’t
dealing with it to the extent that they really should be. It’s frustrating to think about the fact
that, sometimes I feel like people my age are fighting the hardest when really, like, we didn’t
even start this in the first place.”

There may be a long legal slog ahead. Or not — the Trump administration has asked to
have the case dismissed, and a ruling on that motion is due any day.

But win or lose, Barrett says the lawsuit is sending an important message:
“Letting other young people all over the country know that you don’t have to be able to

vote to make political change. There’s a lot of actions that you can take, and there’s a lot of
power that you have as a young person, that shouldn’t be wasted.”

Barrett hopes to make the most of her power. This fall she’s a freshman at the Univershy
of Wisconsin-Madison, where she wants to study environmental and political science.

Article 2: Charlottesville teen goes from targeting a statue to taking on the system

Life’s been a lot busier for Zyahna Bryant since the events of August 12, 2017.

A year before, Ms. Bryant — then 15 — had started an online petition to remove the statue of
Confederate general Robert E. Lee from a park in downtown Charlottesville, Virginia. It wasn’t
her first foray into activism: she was just 7 when her grandmother took her to campaign for
Barack Oba ma. As an elementary school student, she quickly realized that she was one of only a
handful of black students at the private academy she attended. By the time George Zimmerman

was acquitted in 2014 in the killing of Trayvon Martin, Bryant was fully versed in what it meant
to be black in America today.

Despite that, she had no idea her petition — which had started as a school assignment —

would spur a series of events that would lead to the deadly clash between white supremacists

and counterprotesters at the very park where the Lee statue stood. Nor did she realize what
effect that one decision would have on her own life and advocacy.

“Before the 12th, I didn’t call myself an activist,” she says. “The work just felt so natural
and so necessary, more than just me wanting to do it.”

Today Bryant’s a known figure both in her community and beyond. Vice News has

published a profile on her. CNN invited her to participate in a debate on gun control. She’s

received awards for her community and social justice work, which includes founding the Black

Student Union at her own Charlottesville High School. When she spoke to the Christian Science



Monitor by phone on a Thursday afternoon — it was her third interview of the day — she was on
her way to a meeting of the local school board, where they would announce her new position as
student representative.

“My days are crazy, I’ma tell you,” she says.
Rather than distracting Bryant, the attention has helped her find her focus. To her — and

to many progressive activists, especially local ones — what happened last summer is about far
more than taking down a Confederate memorial or even decrying the violence that engulfed
her hometown and shocked the nation. It’s about reclaiming the story of the city, and elevating
the voices of the people in it who are least heard.

Charlottesville’s black communities have long suffered displacement and discrimination,
Bryant says, pointing to how the majority-black neighborhood of Vinegar Hill was bulldozed in
the 1960s to make way for “urban renewal projects.” African-Americans still make up the bulk of
stop-and-frisk cases in a city where they constitute only i8 percent of the population.

“White supremacy [in Charlottesville] existed way before August 12,” Bryant says. “It’s
not at all anything compared to the racial violence that black people have been dealing with
sincc the beginning of this country.”

The past year has prompted a kind of soul-searching that’s caused the citizens of
Charlottesville no small pain. On the Monday before the rally’s anniversary, residents packed
the hall where the Charlottesville city council held its bimonthly meeting. Some carried signs
that said, “Transparency,” “Arrest Kessler” and “Unmake the Illusion” (current mayor Nikuyah
Walker’s campaign slogan). Police chief RaShall Brackney and fire chief Andrew Baxter fielded
questions from council members about safety and security for the coming weekend as some in
the audience clapped or hissed. Some asked questions out of turn. Public comments, which
came at the end of the meeting, went on past midnight, says Allison Wrabel, a reporter who
covered the meeting for The Daily Progress, Charlottesville’s local paper.

“Suddenly people who have never been to a city council meeting ... are showing up,” says
Bryan McKenzie, who also works for the Progress. “People who have never felt they had a voice
or never even thought about having a voice — who thought, ‘This is just my life’ — are going,
‘Maybe it doesn’t have to be this way.’”

For Bryant, getting that message out to the broader public has become central to her
work. Though she’s still interested in organizing, she’s more focused on bringing to light the
long history of white supremacy and racism in the city. She’s calling for more resources for
community organizers who are leading the charge toward social justice and equality, but whose
jobs often don’t pay enough for them to make rent. She’s urging journalists and others to seek
out the advice and stories of local activists of color, many of whom have been organizing for
years.

“The Trump era has diminished the work of so many women of color,” Bryant says.
“I’m passionate about centering them and making sure they are at the front.”

One thing that hasn’t changed for Bryant in the past year is how she feels about the
statue that started it all. Though it was shrouded in a black tarp for a while after last summer’s
rally, these days the monument looks much the same as it did when Bryant first published her
petition. In July, a local judge signed an order indefinitely extending an injunction that
protects the city’s Confederate monuments while the lawsuit plays out in court.

“It needs to go,” she says. “There’s no way you can contextualize years of racial terror. No
platform for white supremacy.”



Directions: You have now read how two young women are trying to make a difference in the
world they live in. Both of these young women are passionate about the change they are trying to
make. It is now your job to write about a change that you would like to see in the world we live
in. What is something you are passionate about? This could be anything from healthier school
lunches to climate change. Give examples on how you would make this change and why it is so
important to you.



Week 4: Day 3
Article I: The Start of the Space Race

Americans who happened to be gazing at the stars on Friday, October 4, 1957, may have noticed
an object crossing the evening sky. Radio listeners, too, may have heard a series of “beep, beep, beep”
sounds coming from their radios. An important event had occurred in the region of the Soviet Union
known as Kazakhstan. The Soviets had launched an artificial satellite into orbit around Earth. The satellite
was named Sputnik, Russian for “traveling companion.” It transmitted the beeping sounds as it followed
its orbit around the globe.

Rather than celebrating this historic scientific feat, Americans reacted with a great deal of fear.
The fact that Sputnik had been launched using a missile capable of traveling a great distance terrified
Americans. It was the time of the Cold War. United States relations were tense with the Soviet Union,
which was an empire made up of Russia and several other countries under its control. Many people
prepared for a Soviet attack with bomb shelters and “duck and cover” drills in school. it was widely
believed that if the Soviets could launch a satellite into space, they probably could launch nuclear missiles
capable of reaching U.S. shores.

Thousands rushed to stores to purchase bomb shelter kits. Congress responded by creating the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and by setting aside money for science
education.
Launch of Sputnik shocks America

The successful launch shocked the United States. Americans had hoped that the United States
would accomplish this scientific advancement first.

The fact that the Soviets were successful fed fears that the U.S. military had generally fallen
behind in developing new technology. As a result, the launch of Sputnik served to intensi1’ the arms race
and raise Cold War tensions. During the I 950s, both the United States and the Soviet Union were working
to develop new technology. Nazi Germany had been close to developing the world’s first intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM), a missile capable of traveling thousands of miles, near the end of the Second
World War. German scientists aided research in both countries after the war ended.

The International Council of Scientific Unions called for the launch of satellite technology during
late 1957 or 1958. Russia and the United States were engaged in developing satellites as a part of that
goal. Over the course of the decade, the United States tested several varieties of rockets and missiles. All
of these tests ended in failure.
Soviet missile adds to U.S. fears

The Soviet launch of the first Sputnik satellite was one accomplishment in a string of
technological successes. At 184 pounds, the Soviet satellite was much heavier than anything the United
States was developing at the time. Its successful launch was quickly followed by the launch of two
additional satellites, including one that carried a dog into space. Together, these orbited Earth every 90
minutes and created fear that the United States lagged far behind in technological capability. These
concerns were compounded when the United States learned that the Soviet Union also had tested the first
intercontinental ballistic missile that year.

President Dwight Eisenhower had tried to downplay the importance of the Sputnik launch to the
American people. Meanwhile, he poured additional funds and resources into the space program in an
eflbrt to catch up. Congress created the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) under
President Eisenhower. The U.S. government suffered a severe setback in December of 1957 when its first
artificial satellite, named Vanguard, exploded on the launch pad. The explosion reminded the country how
far behind the Soviet militaty it was.
At last, on Januamy 31, 1958, the United States succeeded in launching its first satellite, the Explorer.
Explorer was still smaller than Sputnik, but it went deeper into space. The Soviets responded with yet

another launch, and the space race continued.



Cold War tensions help elect Kennedy

The success of Sputnik had a major impact on the Cold War and the United States. Fear that they

had fallen behind led U.S. policymakers to accelerate space and weapons programs. In the late 1950s,

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev boasted about Soviet technological superiority and growing stockpiles of

ICBMs. The United States worked at the same time to develop its own ICBMs to counter what it assumed

was a growing stockpile of Soviet missiles directed against the United States. In this way, the launch of

Sputnik fueled both the space race and the arms race. Each countly worked to prepare new methods of

attacking the other.
Eventually, American politicians successfully exploited the tension over nuclear weapons in the

1960 presidential election. When President John F. Kennedy took office in 1961, the United States fell

farther behind. The Soviets had already placed a dog in space C’Muttnik” to the U.S. press), and in

Kennedy’s first year, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first human being to orbit the Earth.

Kennedy challenged the American people and government to put a man on the moon by the end

of the decade. Congress responded enthusiastically by appropriating billions of dollars for the effort.

During Kennedy’s administration, Alan Shepard became the first American to enter space, and John

Glenn became the first American to orbit Earth. In 1969, many thought of President Kennedy’s challenge

when Neil Armstrong became the first human being to set foot on the moon.

Article 2: Time Machine (1957): Sputnik

Sputnik Launch
On Oct. 4, 1957, the Soviet Union launched a satellite called Sputnik (Russian for “fellow

traveler”) hundreds of miles into the air. It was around midnight in Moscow when the satellite made it to

space. The satellite reached a speed and altitude sending it into orbit. Like the moon, the satellite is now

being flung around the planet by Earth’s gravity.
The Soviet Union gave no advance notice of the launch, and in the first days of Sputnik’s flight,

little information about the satellite was released to the rest of the world. In the United States, the only

means of tracking the satellite for the first few day’s were the radio signals it was sending back to Earth. It

took observers a week to find its orbit.
Many details about the satellite and its launch remain mysterious, but this is what is known so far:

Moscow radio announced the launch shortly after midnight on Oct. 5 (late afternoon of Oct. 4 in

the U.S.). The site of the launch was not announced, but some have guessed that it took place near the

Caspian Sea.
Three-Stage Rocket

The satellite was shot straight up in a three-stage rocket, which is like three rockets stacked on

top of each other, each with its own engine and fuel supply. The bottom rocket launches f’roin the ground,

carrying the other two with it. When its fuel is used up. it drops off, and the next rocket kicks in, and so

on. In this way, three-stage rockets can shed weight as they accelerate.

The Soviet announcement said the rocket’s total power equaled that of the world’s largest

hydroelectric station. Rocket experts in other countries estimated the take-off weight to be somewhere

between 1 50,000 and 300,000 pounds.
The third stage of the rocket shot the satellite into orbit. The satellite itself was relatively small. It

was a sphere with a diameter of 58 centimeters (about 23 inches) and a weight of 83.6 kilograms (about

184 pounds). Enclosed in an aluminum-alloy shell filled with nitrogen, it carried two radio transmitters.

Circling The Earth In 96.02 Minutes

Batteries for the I-watt transmitters made up most of the satellite’s load. Whether it carried other

instruments was not clear at first. Soviet scientists said the satellite was recording temperature, and U.S.

scientists were certain that it was transmitting its observations, in code, back to Earth by radio.

The satellites orbit was not aligned with that of the moon. Rather, it was tilted at an angle of 65

degrees relative to the equator. As a result, the satellite did not just travel east-west, but also north-south,



cutting diagonally around the globe in such a way that it covered most of the inhabited world. The
satellite circled the Earth in 96.02 minutes. Its speed was about 18M00 miles per hour, and its orbit had a
maximum altitude of about 600 miles above the Earth. Estimates of the minimum distance from the Earth
ranged at first from about 150 to more than 400 miles. The orbit apparently wobbled slightly, possibly due
in part to variations in air resistance.
Tracking The First Satellite

Soviet observers presumably were able to keep their eyes on the satellite from the beginning
because it passed over the Soviet Union a number of times at dawn and twilight, the only times it could
be seen. In the United States, the satellite at first could only be followed by “minitrack’ radio receiving
stations, which picked up the satellite’s radio transmissions. Radio information, plus a few visual
sightings in Australia and Alaska and finally in the United States, allowed U.S. scientists to calculate the
orbit precisely. “Moonwatch,” whose headquarters are at the Sin ithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, called its large organization of observers into action as soon as the launch was
announced.

Although Sputnik is, in a sense, only an initial trial satellite, it is expected to provide valuable
scientific information. It will analyze the air thickness of the outer atmosphere and will tell us more about
the shape of the Earth. It will also possibly lead to discoveries about the temperature and meteors at the
borders of space.
More Satellites Planned

Soviet scientists said they hoped to launch larger Sputniks soon. The U.S. planned to fire a small
satellite in December and a fully instrumented one by March or April. Soon, a whole flock of satellites
may be flying around the earth.

Scientists have dreamed of sending satellites into space for many years. The first to suggest
sending up a man-made satellite, it appears, was Edward Everett Hale, author of The Man Without a
Country. In 1871, he published in the Atlantic Monthly a piece of science fiction called “The Brick
Moon.” It described a large brick vehicle that was catapulted into space with some unwilling passengers.
The brick moon took a permanent orbit around the Earth and became a marker for ocean navigators.

Hermann Oberth, the German father of modern rocketry, was the first to give serious study to the
possibility of a satellite. In 1923 he proposed a manned space station to serve as an observatory.
Advances In Technology

Sending satellites into orbit became a real possibility after the technological advances that took
place during World War II. With new technologies, which allowed information to be sent over vast
distances via radio waves, it became possible to think of sending up small satellites, which could collect
information and radio it to the ground. A number of experts started working on satellite projects.

In 1949 Willy Ley, a former member of Oberth’s group, proposed shooting up a 200-pound
satellite by means of a 220,000-pound rocket. In 1954, the U.S. Office of Naval Research actually set up a
satellite project, called “Orbiter,” which was to use a military rocket as the first stage.
Brief History Of Rocketry

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union had quietly been pursuing rocketry for many years. As early as
1925, government scientists had their sights set on space exploration.

Sputnik’s ancestry actually goes back to the invention of rockets by the Chinese in the 12th
century. Rocketry’ took a big step forward near the end of the 19th centuly thanks to the Russian scientist
Konstantin E. Tsiolkovsky. In the I 920s, Oberth’s group in Germany fired a number of rockets, and
Robert H. Goddard in the United States launched the first liquid-fueled rocket. Near the end of World War
II, the Germans unleashed the V-2 rocket, which reached a height of 50 miles.



Write an Opinion Piece For the Local Newspaper

Directions: You are in the 1950S and the “Space Race” has begun. Your job is to write an opinion
piece to your local newspaper supporting or disagreeing with our involvement in the “Space
Race”. Be clear on your stance and give evidence on why you agree or disagree with our
involvement.

Dear Editor,

Sincerely,



Week : Day4
Article: Famous Speeches: John F. Kennedy’s “We Choose to go to the Moon”
(You can watch a recording of it on Youtube if you so choose)

President Pitzer, Mr. Vice President, Governor, Congressman Thomas, Senator Wiley,
and Congressman Miller, Mr. Webb, Mr. Bell, scientists, distinguished guests, and ladies and
gentlemen:

I appreciate your president having made me an honorary visiting professor. I will assure
you that my first lecture will he very brief.
I am delighted to be here, and I’m particularly delighted to be here on this occasion.

We meet at a college noted for knowledge, in a city noted for progress, in a state noted
for strength. And we stand in need of all three, for we meet in an hour of change and challenge,
in a decade of hope and fear, in an age of both knowledge and ignorance. The greater our
knowledge increases, the greater our ignorance unfolds.

Most of the scientists that the world has ever known are alive and working today. Despite
that, vast stretches of the unknown and the unanswered and the unfinished are beyond what we
can even comprehend.

No man can fully grasp how far and how fast we have come. Still, condense, if you will,
the 50,000 years of man’s recorded history in a time span of only 50 years. Stated in these
terms, we know very little about the first 40 years, except at the end of them advanced man had
learned to use the skins of animals to cover themselves. Then about 10 years ago, under this
standard, man came out of his caves to build other types of shelter. Only five years ago man
learned to write and use a cart with wheels. Christianity began less than two years ago. The
printing press came this year. Then, less than two months ago, during this whole 50-year span
of human history, the steam engine provided a new source of power.

Newton explored the meaning of gravity. Last month electric lights and telephones and
automobiles and airplanes became available. Only last week did we develop a way to fight
bacteria with penicillin, to create television and nuclear power. Now, if America’s new spacecraft
succeeds in reaching Venus, we will have literally reached the stars before midnight tonight.
This is a breathtaking pace, Such a pace cannot help but create new ills as it dispels old, new
ignorance, new problems, new dangers. Surely the idea of going to space promises high costs
and hardships, as well as high reward.

So it is not surprising that some would have us stay where we are a little longer to rest, to
wait. But this city of Houston, this state of Texas, this country of the United States was not built
by those who waited and rested and wished to look behind them. This country was conquered by
those who moved forward — and so will space.

William Bradford spoke in 1630 of the founding of the Plymouth Bay Colony. He said
that all great and honorable actions are accompanied with great difficulties. Both must be
enterprised and overcome with answerable courage.

If this capsule history of our progress teaches us anything, it is that man, in his quest for
knowledge and progress, is determined. He cannot be deterred. The exploration of space will go
ahead. Whether we join in it or not, it is one of the great adventures of all time. No nation which
expects to be the leader of other nations can expect to stay behind in the race for space.
Those who came before us made certain that this country was among the first to join the
industrial revolutions. They helped start the first waves of modern invention. They helped create
nuclear power. This generation does not intend to miss out on the coming age of space.

We mean to be a part of it — we mean to lead it. For the eyes of the world now look into
space, to the moon and to the planets beyond. We have vowed that we shall not see it governed
by a hostile flag of conquest, but by a banner of freedom and peace. We have vowed that we shall



not see our quest to space as a means to destroy others. It will be a quest for knowledge and
understanding.

Yet the vows of this nation can only be fulfilled if we in this nation are first. Therefore, we
intend to be first. In short, our leadership in science and in industry, our hopes for peace and
security, what we owe to ourselves and others, all require us to make this effort. We have to try
to solve these mysteries, to solve them for the good of all men, and to become the world’s
leading space-faring nation.

We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights
to be won. And they must be won and used for the progress of all people. Space science, like
nuclear science and all technology, cannot tell right from wrong. The United States must be first
and must be best so it can help decide whether this will be a sea of peace or a new terri’ing
place for war.

I do not say that we should or will go unprotected. I do say that space can be explored
and mastered without feeding the fires of war. We can explore without repeating the mistakes
that other men have made while trying to claim this globe of ours for themselves.
There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. Its dangers are a risk to
us all. Conquering it deserves the best of all mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful
cooperation may never come again. “But why the moon?” some say. Why choose this as our
goal? They may well ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic?
Why does Rice University play football against the University of Texas?
We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard. We choose to go to the moon
because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills. We
choose to go because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to
postpone, and one which we intend to win.

It is for these reasons that I regard the decision to go to space as one of the most
important decisions that will be made during my presidency.

In the last 24 hours we have felt the ground shake and the air shattered by the testing of
a Saturn C-i booster rocket. It is many times more powerful as the Atlas which launched John
Glenn. Its power can be compared to 10,000 automobiles with their gas pedals to the floor. We
have seen the site where the F-i rocket engines will be made. Each engine is as powerful as all
eight engines of the Saturn combined. They will be grouped together to make the advanced
Saturn missile. They will be put together in a new building to be built at Cape Canaveral. The
building is to be huge. It will be as tall as a 48 story structure, as wide as a city block, and as long
as two lengths of this field.

Within these last i months at least 45 satellites have circled the Earth. Some 40 of them
were “made in the United States of America” and they were far more sophisticated and supplied
far more knowledge to the people of the world than those of the Soviet Union.
The Mariner spacecraft now on its way to Venus is the most intricate instrument in the history
of space science. The accuracy of that shot is comparable to firing a missile from Cape Canaveral
and dropping it in this stadium between the the 40-yard lines.

We have had our failures, but so have others, even if they do not admit them. And they
may be less public.

To be sure, we are behind, and will be behind for some time in manned flight — but we
do not intend to stay behind. In this decade, we shall make up for lost time. We shall move
ahead.

The growth of our science and education will grow from new knowledge of our universe
and environment, from new ways of learning and mapping and observation. They will be



enriched by new tools and computers for businesses, medicine, the home and the school.
Universities, such as Rice, will reap the harvest of these gains.

And finally, the space effort itself, while still in its infancy, has already created a great
number of new companies, and tens of thousands of new jobs. This city and this state, and this
region, will share greatly in this growth,

Once, our goal was to explore the new frontier of the West. Now, it is science and space.
Houston, your city of Houston, with its Manned Spacecraft Center, will become the heart of a
large scientific and engineering community. During the next five years the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration expects to double the number of scientists and engineers in this area.
To be sure, all this costs us all a good deal of money. That budget now stands at $5.4 billion a
year — a staggering sum, though somewhat less than we pay for cigarettes and cigars every year.
Though I realize that this is in some measure an act of faith and vision, for we do not now know
what benefits await Us.

But if I were to say, my fellow citizens, that we shall send to the moon, 240,000 miles
away, a giant rocket more than 300 feet tall, the length of this football field. If I were to say that
this giant rocket was made of new metals, some of which have not yet been invented, and fitted
together with a precision better than the finest watch. And if I were to say that it will carry all the
equipment needed to propel, guide, control and communicate. If it had all the food and supplies
needed to go on an untried mission, and then return safely to Earth, re-entering the incredibly
hot atmosphere. To do all this, and do it right, and do it first — then we must be bold.
I’m the one who is doing all the work, so we just want you to stay cool for a minute.

However, I think we’re going to do it, and I think that we must pay what needs to be
paid. I don’t think we should waste any money, but I think we should do the job. And this will be
done in the decade of the sixties. It may be done while some of you are still here at school at this
college and university. It will be done during the term of office of some of the people who sit
here on this platform. But it will be done. And it will be done before the end of this decade.
I am delighted that this university is playing a part in putting a man on the moon as part of a
great national effort of the United States of America.

Many years ago the great British explorer George Mallory, who was to die on Mount
Everest, was asked why did he want to climb it. He said, “Because it is there.”

Well, space is there, and we’re going to climb it, and the moon and the planets are there,
and new hopes for knowledge and peace are there. Therefore, as we set sail we ask God’s
blessing on the most hazardous and dangerous and greatest adventure on which man has ever
embarked.

Thank you.



Using details the article, 1. explain why space travel was so important during this time and 2.

explain why the budget JFK shared for space exploration was so large. Consider some of the

design challenges that needed to be solved, and the amount of resources (people, materials,

etc.) needed to solve them.



Week 4: Day5
Article 1: Mission to Mars: NASA needs to find the right mix of crew mates

BALTIMORE, Md. — NASA will be choosing astronauts to travel to Mars, the Red
Planet, sometime after 2030. They will need a small group of people who are smart, skilled and
able to get along with others.

The voyage is almost 34 million miles one way and could take three years. The
astronauts will need to work well together in a lonely, faraway ship. It will be tight and have
little space to move around in.

Scientists at Johns Hopkins University got money from NASA to help the nation’s space
agency develop a way to find the best astronauts. In addition to being the best, they must also be
friendly. Grouchy, moody types will not be chosen. Chatty individuals would be a problem, too.
“NASA is already really good at picking people,” said Michael Rosen, a Hopkins psychologist
who is leading the effort. “But they’ll need to be better.”
How Can Astronauts Stay Healthy?

The project is one of ii NASA projects given to io universities sharing in about $5.7
million of NASA funding. They will study astronaut health and skills on future space missions
over the next two or three years. The studies will add to what is already known about mental and
physical health of astronauts.

Missions to Mars and faraway asteroids will be more difficult. Astronauts will be in space
much longer than the 18 months they now spend on the International Space Station. They will
have less room. There will be no escape pod and far less communication. It will take more than
20 minutes for a message to reach Earth.

The results of this NASA research will also help keep the astronauts healthy in space and
after they return home. It also could help find new treatments for medical and emotional
problems.
Future Crew Still In High School

None of the Mars astronauts can go through this testing today. Most of them are still in
high school. Scientists say they will have to study people today who will be stand-ins for the
2030 astronauts.

One project will study workers in a lonely, faraway place in Antarctica for 14 months.
They will use cycling and video games to help manage their worries, feeling tired and getting
angry. Dr. Mathias Basner of the University of Pennsylvania says they will measure how the
people learn to live with being faraway, alone and unable to move around.

At the State University of New York, Stony Brook, researchers will study blood samples.
These are to be taken from astronauts before, during and after space travel. The scientists are
looking for ways space travelers fight off disease. Zero gravity and radiation exposure from
prolonged time in space can lead to illnesses, said Professor Kanokporn Rithidech.

Other researchers at the University of Miami will use NASA simulators that mimic the
lack of gravity to understand why astronauts develop problems seeing. Deep space travel could
make this worse, said Professor Noam Alperin.
Cultural Differences Can Cause Conflicts

C. Shawn Burke, a scientist at the University of Central Florida, will work on ways that
crews from different countries can handle cultural differences. She will conduct interviews with
people familiar with astronaut living and working conditions. Some crew members might like a
strong leader. Others might like the team to be more democratic in its decisions. This will help
develop training programs for astronauts to avoid conflicts during the flight. When crews go up
to space they need to be a smooth working team, she said.



Her research, along with work by Rosen at Johns Hopkins and researchers at Rice University in

Texas, will be used for identifying the best team to send into deep space.
At Hopkins, Rosen plans to study surgical and critical-care resident doctors who spend a

month at a time in Johns Hopkins intensive-care units. These new doctors must calmly handle

stressful and challenging situations in isolated settings for up to 80 hours a week. Astronauts

will have that kind of stress, he said.
New Doctors Have Stress Like Astronauts

The doctors will be interviewed. They will also have wristbands and smartphone apps

that track heart rate, breathing and blood pressure. The astronauts will be followed in this way,

too.
The Johns Hopkins researchers hope to see how they perform under pressure and what

they contribute to the group. They also want to know how the group responds to them. If their

voice is too loud, for example, “they may not be great to have on a long mission,” said Rosen.

Rosen said he and the team at Rice have long studied such team-based performance in high-risk

environments, and he expects to use the findings not just to benefit NASA’s astronaut selection

process but perhaps to help customize doctor training at Johns Hopkins and beyond. Doctors

with natural abilities in such stressful situations may need less time in training, while others

may need more time and better coping skills, he said.
The final tool won’t be a one-size-fits-all assessment but a method of picking the proper

team, with each member bringing helpful characteristics.
“What does this team to Mars need to be successful?” Rosen asked. “The right mix of

people.”

Writing Prompt:
Would you want to be a part of the NASA crew to go to Mars? Why or why not? (5 Sentences)



Article 2: Elon Musk sends his own car on a new SpaceX rocket test flight
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida — The world’s first space sports car is cruising in outer

space, well beyond Mars.
SpaceX chief Elon Musk confirmed the new, more distant route for his rocketing Tesla

Roadster. The red electric car was the unorthodox cargo aboard his company’s brand new
Falcon Heavy rocket during a test flight on February 6.

With the successful launch, the Heavy became the most powerful rocket flying these
days.

And Musk’s Roadster became the fastest car ever, hurtling off the planet and zooming
away on a route that will now take it all the way to the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.
The asteroid belt is a region occupied by many unusually shaped space rocks and small planets.

Musk said the final firing of the rocket’s booster engine put his car on a more distant
flight path than anticipated. Not only is it headed toward Mars, hut almost to the dwarf planet
Ceres in the asteroid belt.
“Starman” Is On A Mission To Space

A mannequin dressed in a SpaceX spacesuit — dubbed “Starman” by Musk — is strapped
in behind the car’s wheel. Usually, test flights carry nothing of value, like concrete blocks. Musk
found that “boring” and put his cherry-red Tesla on top. He’s in charge of the carmaker Tesla as
well as the private space company SpaceX.

Images of “Starman,” a name taken from a David Bowie song, in the driver’s seat of the
Roadster burned up the Internet long after the launch. The mannequin and the car flew against

the backdrop of our blue planet.
“I think it looks so ridiculous and impossible. You can tell it’s real because it looks so

fake, honestly,” Musk said. “It’s still tripping me out.”
The Roadster is on an even longer journey now that stretches from Earth on one end, all

the way to the neighborhood of Ceres on the other. The original plan had the car traveling only
as far as Mars, coming close to the red planet but hopefully not nicking it. If it survives the
swarming asteroid belt, the car and “Starman” are expected to continue orbiting for millions, if
not billions, of years.
Even Astronauts Are Impressed

Like so many others, NASA astronaut Ricky Arnold was awe-struck by the live streaming
of “Starman” and his ride. Arnold is preparing for his own ride to the International Space
Station next month.

“Perfect day for a cruise in a ragtop,” Arnold tweeted, offering congratulations to SpaceX.
“Awesome! At this speed, two hands on the steering wheel please #Starman.”

And Buzz Aidrin, the second man to step onto the moon, also celebrated after watching
the rocket soar “from my favorite launch pad.” The Heavy lifted off from the same spot as
NASA’s now-retired but more powerful Saturn V moon rockets and space shuttles. The Heavy is
a combo of three Falcon 9S that SpaceX uses to ship space station supplies and launch satellites
for customers.

Mars is driving all of Musk’s space efforts.
Musk said he doesn’t plan to fly people on the Heavy — that will mainly be used to

launch supersize satellites. But he’s accelerating development of an even bigger rocket for
deep-space crews — “a beast.”
Big Plans For Mars

His overriding goal is to establish a city on Mars, sending people there in a flotilla of
SpaceX spaceships launched by colossal SpaceX rockets. Before dashing off to the red planet,



Musk said h&d want to try out this spaceship aboard the supersize rocket in orbit around Earth,

possibly in three to four years. The next step would be an orbit around the moon.

At a news conference after the launch, Musk told reporters that as early as next year, he

may begin test flights of the mega spaceship in Texas. These short hops would take the ship

several miles high and then back down for a landing. It’s the landing part that’s especially hard,

he noted, especially at the speed in which the spacecraft will be traveling when it comes in for a

touchdown on another planet.
The success of the Heavy provides a confidence boost to these future plans, Musk said.

Two of the three first-stage boosters flew back for side-by-side landings; the third was lost at

sea.
This rocket recycling is the key to SpaceX’s cost-cutting launch plans. The Falcon Heavy

is listed at $90 million, a bargain in the rocket business.
Musk Encourages A Space Race

The president of the Mars Society, a group intent on exploring and settling Mars,

cheered SpaceX’s achievement — and reduced price. “This is a revolution,” Robert Zubrin said.

“The naysayers have been completely refuted.”
In the meantime, with the Heavy demo out of the way, Musk said SpaceX is putting its

commercial crew effort for NASA front and center. He said the company is still on track to

launch astronauts in a SpaceX Dragon capsule, aboard a Falcon 9 rocket, at the end of this year.

SpaceX is competing with the company Boeing to be the first to send Americans into orbit from

U.S. soil again. This hasn’t happened since NASA’s last shuttle flight in 2011. U.S. astronauts

have been riding Russian rockets, costing taxpayers tens of millions of dollars a seat, to get to

the space station since the shuttle program ended in 2011.

Musk said SpaceX used only its own money to finance the Heavy, investing more than

$500 million in development costs. He’s hoping that will encourage other companies and

countries “to raise their sights and say, ‘Hey, we can do bigger and better,’ which is great.”

“We want a new space race,” he said.

Investigate: What does this article make you wonder about? Ask a question that would encourage

future investigation of this topic or process. Explain why this question is interesting or important.



Week 5: Day I
Directions: Read the article. After reading, complete the writing prompt and answer the
multiple choice questions.

Article I: Play it safe: What kids should know about the coronavirus outbreak
With schools closing across the nation in response to coronavirus concerns, many

students may be jumping for joy. Others are worried, scared or confused. But as the American
essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Knowledge is the antidote to fear.”

With that in mind, let’s answer a few common questions about coronavirus. Let’s start
with its name.
Everybody keeps talking about “coronavirus” and “covid-19.” Which is it?

Technically, either of these terms could be correct, depending on how they are used. The
actual virus that appeared in China at the end of 2019 and has since hopped across the world is
called “SARS-CoV-2.” This is short for “Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome” and “coronavirus.”
Once the virus gets into a person, it can cause an illness known as “Coronavirus Disease
2019,” or covid-19. Also, you might hear it referred to as a “novel coronavirus.” This means that
scientists already knew about other coronaviruses, such as the one that caused an outbreak of
SARS in Asia in 2003, but that this one is new.
How does covid-19 affect people?

The most common symptoms of covid-1 9 include fever, cough and/or shortness of
breath. A person might develop one or more of these symptoms in as few as two days after
being exposed to the virus. But they may also not feel sick for up to two weeks after contact.

Scientists say most people who get the virus will be able to fight it as they might a bad
case of the flu. However, some people will have a harder time than others. Elderly people seem
to be especially vulnerable. So are those with other conditions such as heart disease, lung
disease or diabetes. Some people who have the virus won’t even realize it but in the worst
cases, covid-1 9 can result in death. Fortunately, death is extremely unlikely to happen in
infected children and teenagers.
Can pets get covid-19?

So far, one dog in Hong Kong has tested positive for the coronavirus. However, it isn’t
showing any symptoms. So it’s unclear whether the virus can have a negative effect on pets.
According to the World Health Organization, there is no evidence yet that dog owners can catch
the virus from their pets. Of course, if you keep your animals inside and avoid walking them in
public places, they will be even more unlikely to come into contact with the virus.
Why are schools, stores and restaurants closing?

Because SARS-CoV-2 is new, our immune systems haven’t had a chance to learn how
to fight it off. This allows the virus to move around quickly, infecting many new people for each
group it comes into contact with. This makes schools, stores, restaurants and other public
gatherings the perfect places for the virus to spread.

The biggest concern now is that if enough people get sick at the same time, hospitals
might not be able to keep up with the demand for treatment. This concern comes from what
happened in Italy. This is a problem for those who need treatment because of covid-1 9. This is



also a problem for anyone else who might need medical services for everything from a twisted

ankle or a cut requiring stitches to more serious conditions.

Can this coronavirus be stopped?

There are many scientists around the world working to develop a vaccine. This could be

used to halt the spread of this coronavirus for good. However, it will take time to develop that

vaccine. There are measures communities and families can adopt in the meantime to help slow

the virus’ spread.

Why do we have to wash our hands so often?

First, washing your hands after going to the restroom or before handling food is a great

practice in general. It can help you avoid catching all sorts of nasty illnesses. But hand-washing

has become even more important as this coronavirus spreads. This is the easiest way to ensure

you’re washing your hands well enough: Use warm or cold water and soap and keep scrubbing

every inch of your fingers, thumbs, palms and wrists. Scrub for the time it takes to sing “Happy

Birthday to You” twice. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more tips at

cdc.gov/handwashing. (Also, remember to cover your cough with a tissue or at least your inner

elbow.)
What is “social distancing”?

Your parents might not want you to play basketball with your neighbors. Or they might

not want you to go to a party that was scheduled for next weekend. This is because of

something called “social distancing.” And while it seems like a bummer, experts say it’s another

way everyone can work together to limit the impact of this coronavirus.

The idea behind social distancing is simple. The fewer people we have close contact

with each day, the fewer opportunities the virus has to spread. (The CDC says “close” is six feet

or less.) And that means not only will you and your family have better chances of avoiding

covid-19, but so will your grandparents, your Scout group and the person you sit next to in a

bus. Any of these people might be at a higher risk to have a more serious reaction from the

virus.
How long will this last?

Unfortunately, no one can answer that question yet. The CDC recommends that large

events be canceled or postponed for at least the next eight weeks. Your parents, teachers and

KidsPost will be coming up with creative ways to pass the time.

Writing:
Write a paragraph that explains the central idea of the article. Use at least details from the

article to support your response.



Questions:

1. Which sentence from the article shows hospitals’ MAIN problem?
A- Some people who have the virus won’t even realize it but in the worst cases, covid-19 can
result in death.

B- This makes schools, stores, restaurants and other public gatherings the perfect places for the
virus to spread.

C- The biggest concern now is that if enough people get sick at the same time, hospitals might
not be able to keep up with the demand for treatment.
D- And that means not only will you and your family have better chances of avoiding covid-1 9,
but so will your grandparents, your Scout group and the person you sit next to in a bus.

2. Read the conclusion below.

Social distancing might be the key to stopping the coronavirus.
Which sentence from the article provides the BEST support to the statement
above?

A- Your parents might not want you to play basketball with your neighbors.
B- And while it seems like a bummer, experts say it is another way everyone can work together
to limit the impact of this coronavirus.

C- The fewer people we have close contact with each day, the fewer opportunities the virus has
to spread.

D- Any of these people might be at a higher risk to have a more serious reaction from the virus.

3. How does the author build understanding of the coronavirus pandemic?
A- by discussing the difference between “coronavirus” and “covid-l 9”
B- by listing the symptoms of covid-19 and noting how long it might take to develop them
C- by providing a timeline of the coronavirus pandemic
D- by listing and answering common questions about the coronavirus



4. Read the following selection introducing the effect of the coronavirus on pets.

“According to the World Health Organization, there is no evidence yet that

dog owners can catch the virus from their pets. Of course, if you keep your

animals inside and avoid walking them in public places, they will be even

more unlikely to come into contact with the virus.”

What does the author MOST LIKELY want the reader to think about the effect of

the coronavirus on pets based on this selection?

A- Though it is not likely that pets can spread the virus, pet owners should still take precautions.

B- Pet owners should practice social distancing with their pets, as animals are the main carriers

of the virus.

C- Even though there is no evidence showing dog owners can catch the virus from their pets, it

is very likely.

D- When social distancing, people should avoid both people and animals.

How do you think this is going to change our world? Even after we can go back in public and

see our friends again, how will things be different?

______________________________________

What lessons do you think people can learn from this pandemic?

___________________________



Week5: Day2

Directions: Read the article. After reading, complete the writing prompt and answer the
multiple choice questions.

Fear about the coronavirus is normal, but don’t let it control you
The novel coronavirus, called SARS-CoV-2, and the disease it causes, COVID-19, are

sweeping the globe. With thousands of deaths already, and many tens of thousands of people
infected across the world, its safe to say that the coronavirus has become one of the biggest
events of the 21st century. It may only be a matter of time until we see outbreaks everywhere,
with public health authorities warning that the disease will probably soon start spreading locally
regardless of where you are on the planet.

If nothing else, the coronavirus is scary. And that is, in and of itself, an issue. Let me
explain.

The problem with scary things is that we aren’t very good at reacting to them. Humans
are, when push comes to shove, awful at interpreting risk. We’re much more freaked out over
turbulence on a plane than a near-miss in traffic, even though of the two a car crash is far more
likely to be the source of our untimely demise.

We fear what we don’t understand. And what we fear, we seek to control.
In the case of the coronavirus, there are some pretty obvious examples. Reports are out

that people are panic-buying everything from toilet paper to ibuprofen, even if there is no
outbreak in their local area nor a strong likelihood of a shortage of either any time soon. People
are taking to pharmacies in droves, dragging masks off the shelves like there’s no tomorrow,
even though the evidence strongly suggests that masks are a waste of time for most people.
The main reason to buy a mask — something that health authorities have been saying for weeks
— is if you yourself are sick, because it stops your phlegm from getting on other people’s faces.
And don’t get me started on those selling supplements to cure coronavirus, because if we want
to look at exactly why each immunity-boosting echinacea tea is probably worthless we’ll be here
until the end of time itself.

There’s no shortage of people selling supplements to cure this new infectious disease.
There is, however, a distinct lack of evidence that any of it works.

Which brings us to one of the scariest parts of the coronavirus, that is, perhaps, what’s
really got people on edge. Most of the recommendations are things that other people have to
do. Wearing masks when you’re sick. Staying home if you feel unwell. Covering your mouth and
nose when you cough or sneeze. Seeking medical care early. And relying on other people —

without having much control over your own fate — is something that none of us likes. Yes, you
should wash your hands and stop touching your face, but neither of these feel like an
intervention. They don’t make us feel safe.

And really, that’s what this panic is all about. Coping with the fear. Trying to find a small
measure of control over a situation that seems to be made of pure chaos. Even though it’s
probably not going to work, we all really want to be able to do something to keep ourselves from



getting sick. Buying 15 tubs of hand sanitizer feels like a buffer against the darkness, even if

you’d really be just as well off getting a normal bar of soap.

So amid the scary stories it’s worth remembering that, while we may not have control

over everything, there are evidence-based things you can do to help yourself. The World Health

Organization has a series of simple tips on its website that anyone can follow. Wash your hands

more often, and practice not touching your face. Yes, it seems boring, but often the best advice

is precisely that. Even if the pharmacy shelves are entirely clear of N95 respirators, you can

probably find boring old soap that’ll be more useful anyway.

Ultimately, the most important thing to do is not to panic, because panic is a killer. Take a

deep breath, remember that “pandemic” describes a disease’s spread not its severity, and keep

an eye on the news.

Fear is OK. Fear is natural. We’re alt afraid, with even the experts admitting that there is

a huge number of things about this outbreak that we just don’t know yet.

Just don’t let the fear control you. You’ll probably have to live with it for a while yet.

Writing:

Describe what you think the author’s purpose was for writing this text and whether they were

successful in this purpose. Support your response with specific details from the text.



Questions:

1. According to the article, why are people buying large amounts of hand sanitizer?
A- Hand sanitizer is more effective than regular soap at battling diseases.

B- Buying hand sanitizer makes people feel safer during the coronavirus scare.

C- Hand sanitizer is the only way to effectively stop the spread of the coronavirus.

D- Buying hand sanitizer is a good alternative if face masks are sold out.

2. Why are people more concerned with turbulence on a plane than a close call in a car?
A- People are generally bad at interpreting risk.

B- Being concerned is a natural way to stay safe.

C- Planes are a more dangerous way to travel than cars.

D- Turbulence happens more often than car accidents.

3. Which piece of evidence from the article is MOST relevant to the author’s argument?
A- The novel coronavirus, called SARS-CoV-2, and the disease it causes, COVID-19, are
sweeping the globe.

B- Reports are out that people are panic-buying everything from toilet paper to ibuprofen, even if
there is no outbreak in their local area nor a strong likelihood of a shortage of either any time
soon.

C- Take a deep breath, remember that “pandemic” describes a disease’s spread not its severity,
and keep an eye on the news.

D- We’re all afraid, with even the experts admitting that there is a huge number of things about
this outbreak that we just don’t know yet.

4. The author claims that there are steps that individuals can take to protect themselves
from the coronavirus.

Which selection from the article provides the MOST sufficient evidence to support
the claim?

A- It may only be a matter of time until we see outbreaks everywhere, with public health
authorities warning that the disease will probably soon start spreading locally regardless of
where you are on the planet.

B- People are taking to pharmacies in droves, dragging masks off the shelves like there’s no
tomorrow, even though the evidence strongly suggests that masks are a waste of time for most
people.

C- Which brings us to one of the scariest parts of the coronavirus, that is, perhaps, what’s really
got people on edge. Most of the recommendations are things that other people have to do.

D- The World Health Organization has a series of simple tips on its website that anyone can
follow. Wash your hands more often, and practice not touching your face.



Free Write to fill the page your thoughts on our current situation. Some ideas to answer: How is

all of this making you feel? Are you nervous? Scared? Do you think people are taking too many

precautions? Or are we not being careful enough?



Week 5: Day 3
Directions: Read the article. After reading, complete the writing prompt and answer the
multiple choice questions. Then answer the questions at the bottom in complete sentences
about quarantine.

Why tough times can create better neighbors
In a neighborhood in Boston, Massachusetts, residents came from their apartments for a

flash mob on March 14. The neighbors waved to each other and joined in singing the Beatles
song “Let it Be.” One of the residents, a professional musician, played for a sing-along of another
song.

During their show, they stayed more than 6 feet apart because of COVID-19, (short for
coronavirus disease 2019). The coronavirus is a flu-like illness that began in China and has been
spreading across the globe since December 2019.

The activity not only brought community members to their feet to dance, it brought
many to tears.

Similar scenes are playing out in neighborhoods around the world quarantined because
of coronavirus. In Wuhan, China, blocks of apartment buildings chanted, “Keep up the fight.” In
Italy, people on lockdown lean out of windows and balconies with tambourines and accordions
to sing. On March 14, people in Spain began clapping together to cheer health care workers.
Reaching Out To Strangers

As the practice of “social distancing” burgeons, people are finding ways to meet even
though they can’t meet face-to-face. Social distancing is the practice of keeping away from
crowds and public places to slow down the spread of a disease. They’re using video calling and
social network connections. However, people aren’t just staying in touch with friends and
family. The global crisis has brought a sense of shared humanity that’s causing people to reach
out to their communities. In the middle of the outbreak, there is kindness among strangers.

“In times of great stress, helping others is a powerful way to reassert control in a
moment where many of us feel helpless,” said Jamil Zaki. He is the author of “The War for
Kindness: Building Empathy in a Fractured World.” “Kindness toward others actually can be a
great source of healing.”

One of the ways that millions of people are being kind to others is by staying away. They
are practicing social distancing. For many, the motivation is that they want to protect others.
There are models for that impulse, said Jill Suttie, a psychologist at the Greater Good Science
Center at the University of California, Berkeley. A study demonstrated the most effective way for
hospitals to motivate health care professionals to wash their hands isn’t by noting the
importance of protecting themselves from disease. It’s stressing how it protects patients.

To be sure, not everyone is acting kindly. Fights have broken out in supermarkets over
the last remaining item on a shelf. Some are hoarding hand sanitizer, face masks and toilet
paper. Many ignored pleas to practice social distancing, gathering at restaurants and other



public places. In response, governors in several states shut down restaurants except for delivery

and takeout.

Kindness Can Go Viral, Too

Even so, instances of selflessness have become common. Professional basketball players

have donated money to cover the salaries of arena workers affected by the suspension of the

season. Other acts of kindness include providing food for children who are out of school.

Witnessing acts of kindness inspires others, said Zaki. He is a psychologist at Stanford

University in California. In 2016, he published an article in Scientific American, “Kindness

Contagion,” that included findings of studies about how people “catch” generosity from others.

This desire to help others intensifies during times of crisis. It crosses lanes of class, race and

other divisions.

For example, when Germans began retreating behind closed doors earlier in March,

Molly Wilson realized she didn’t know the elderly people in her Berlin neighborhood. Wilson

and a neighbor posted flyers on mailboxes and trash cans on their street. Their notes offered to

go shopping for those who felt unable to go outside.

Wilson also posted her note on Twitter to inspire others. “We need to do something

off-line in order to let old people know that it’s OK to reach out for help.”

When in-person activity is limited, technology can help. People are using social media

platforms to post offers to help strangers. For example, Jerry Xu, a tech professional in San

Francisco, California, used the app NextDoor to volunteer his services. NextDoor connects

members to others in their area.

Beyond Offering A Cup Of Sugar

To Marc Dunkelman, author of “The Vanishing Neighbor,” these responses to the

coronavirus crisis contrast with normal times. Most people’s acquaintances resemble a model

like the rings of Saturn. The innermost bands represent the closest connections. Each outer loop

becomes more distant.

Over the past 50 years, people have spent more time on close friends and family. People

have also spent more time in the outermost rings. Those include online acquaintances they don’t

know but with whom they share interests such as sports, hobbies or politics.

People have largely let go of rings in the middle, said Dunkelman. Those are the rings

including neighbors and groups such as bowling leagues or Boy Scouts.

Now the coronavirus offers the opportunity for greater local connection.

Writing:

Describe what you think the author’s purpose was for writing this text and whether they were

successful in this purpose. Support your response with specific details from the text.



Questions:

1. Which sentence in the section “Beyond Offering A Cup Of Sugar” BEST supports
the conclusion that technology has changed our social circles?

A- Most people’s acquaintances resemble a model like the rings of Saturn.

B- Over the past 50 years, people have spent more time on close friends and family.

C- Those include online acquaintances they don’t know but with whom they share interests such
as sports, hobbies or politics.

D- Now the coronavirus offers the opportunity for greater local connection.

2. Which sentence from the article shows Wilson’s main opinion about how people
should act during the coronavirus crisis?

A- Other acts of kindness include providing food for children who are out of school.

B- In 2016, he published an article in Scientific American, “Kindness Contagion,” that included
findings of studies about how people “catch” generosity from others.

C- For example, when Germans began retreating behind closed doors earlier in March, Molly
Wison realized she didn’t know the elderly people in her Berlin neighborhood.

0- “We need to do something off-line in order to let old people know that it’s OK to reach out for
help.”

3. What is the MOST likely reason the author included the singalong in Boston?

A- to introduce the idea that people are finding new ways to stay connected

B- to explain how social distancing can prevent the spread of the coronavirus

C- to show that Americans were inspired by community events in Italy

D- to demonstrate the effects of governors shutting down restaurants



4. Read the following selection.

A study demonstrated the most effective way for hospitals to motivate health
care professionals to wash their hands isn Ft by noting the importance of
protecting themselves from disease. It’s stressing how it protects patients.

Why did the author include this idea?

A- to introduce the idea that hand washing is the best way for people to stay healthy

B- to provide evidence that people are often influenced by their desire to help others

C- to emphasize that social distancing is only one part of preventing the spread of coronavirus

D- to show how health care professionals can stay safe during the coronavirus outbreak

What is something nice that you have done for a family member/friend/neighbor during the
quarantine?

What is something nice that someone else has done for you?

________________________________

Who is the first person you want to see when we don’t have to ‘social distance’ anymore? Why?



Week 5: Day 4
Directions: Read the article. After reading, complete the writing prompt and answer the
multiple choice questions. Then answer the questions at the bottom in complete sentences
about quarantine.

Alone no more: People are turning to dogs, cats and chickens to cope with
self-isolation

Lucky Dog Animal Rescue holds adoption events at the PetSmart in Gaithersburg,
Maryland. At a typical event, the group would find homes for about 15 dogs.

As coronavirus news started to spread the week of March 16, the waiting list jumped
from 10 to 40 would-be adopters. Coronavirus is a flu-like illness that began in China and has
been spreading across the globe since December 2019. Health officials have been encouraging
social distancing. This means staying home and staying away from other people to help slow
the spread of the virus.

Mirah Horowitz, who runs the rescue, said they had 30 adoptions in just three hours.
Forget toilet paper, milk and hand sanitizer. People are rushing to stock up on cats, dogs,
rabbits and fish. Some are even getting chickens.

Millions Forced To Self-Isolate During Outbreak
The new coronavirus can make some people very sick. It is spreading quickly across the

United States. Millions of people must now work from home, and schools are closed to slow the
spread. The promise of companionship while in isolation is causing some to take in animals.
Many say they finally have the time to properly train and care for a new pet. Animal rescuers
across the country say they are seeing sharply increasing interest in adoption and fostering.

In California, 40 million residents were ordered on March 19 to stay home except for
essential jobs or trips. Governor Gavin Newsom noted an important exception.

“You can still walk your dog,” he said.

That was part of the reason Kathy Shield, a University of California, Berkeley graduate
student, adopted a 2-year-old dog and named him Atom. The timing was ideal because Shield
is working from home and can help Atom adjust to his new environment. She is also excited to
have someone to talk to, even if he does not talk back. Plus, he will help keep her on schedule.

“Having a dog is going to force me to get up early in the morning because at an absolute
minimum, I have to let it out to pee,” Shield said.

“There’s no question that animals provide incredible comfort and companionship,
especially during times of crisis — and they certainly appreciate the attention — so we
encourage people to continue to adopt or temporarily foster animals in need,” said Matt
Bershadker. He is head of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA), a national animal rescue.



Animals Need To Be Cared For During Outbreak

Shelters need the help. Some animal rescues in big cities are closing to help prevent the

spread of coronavirus between people, but the animals still need to be cared for. Many

organizations are hoping to find foster homes for their remaining animals.

Animal Care Centers of NYC (ACC), an animal rescue in New York City, put out a call for

additional foster homes on March 13.

“We thought we’d get 50,” said Katy Hansen, who works at the rescue. “We got 2,000

people who filled out the application.” The vast majority, Hansen says, are young adults who live

with a roommate, have no kids and are either working from home or suddenly out of a job.

The ASPCA says it has seen an increase in people interested in fostering and adopting

animals in recent weeks. It has managed to find temporary foster homes for most of its animals.

Animal rescues in Arizona, California and New York have seen similar increases in adoptions

and fostering.

Not Just Dogs And Cats Being Adopted

Fostering also works well for those who can only help out during this uncertain period.

Maya Dangerfield, a video producer, is usually too busy for a pet, so she and her

husband decided to foster a dog while working from home in New York City. They picked up a

poodle-mix named JWoww on March 19.

“It’s nice to have a little doggy. Just someone to hang out with,” said Dangerfield.

It isn’t just dogs. People are bringing home all kinds of living creatures for

companionship during this time of social isolation. They’re sharing photos on social media to

provide a break from less positive news.

Pets can also entertain younger family members at home. Kenneth Lynch and Lauren

Wakefield bought a blue and silver betta fish named Freddy for their two young children, hoping

that feeding and cleaning the tank will instill a sense of responsibility. Lynch said the fish will

help their son occupy some of his time in a more healthy manner while he’s home from school.

Some people are getting animals for more practical reasons.

“We’re kind of stuck at home; grocery stores are empty and now we have these chickens

that are laying eggs for us,” said Kelly Bordas. She is a new chicken owner in Oviedo, Florida.

The chickens, Daisy Duck and Mabel, have been a source of entertainment as much as

food. Bordas’ young daughter also helps take care of the birds.

“She loves them, she always goes out there and she wants to pet them. She wants them

to be her best friends,” said Bordas.

“It Feels Like The Right Thing To Do”

For Julianna Caplan, the coronavirus scare became the perfect time to finally get a dog

for her 13-year-old daughters because the whole family is home from work and school. They

went to the Homeward Trails Adoption Center in Fairfax Station, Virginia and left with a

2-year-old blue heeler.



They named the dog Pepper Corona for her gray and white patches of fur and for her
entrance into their lives during this moment in history.

“It feels good to adopt, and the kids are happy. It feels like the right thing to do now on a
psychological level,” Caplan says. “I look at this dog and say to her, ‘I don’t know what your past
has been, but your future is about to be awesome.”

Writing:

Choose a specific detail, sentence, or paragraph in the text. Explain how this section supports
the main idea of the text.

Questions:

1. Which section from the article BEST explains why animal shelters are currently
struggling?

A- “Millions Forced To Self-Isolate During Outbreak”
B- “Animals Need To Be Cared For During Outbreak”
C- “Not Just Dogs And Cats Being Adopted”
D- “It Feels Like The Right Thing To Do”



2. Read the following claim.

Many say they finally have the time to properly train and care for a new pet.

Which sentence from the article provides the BEST support for the above

statement?

A- “Having a dog is going to force me to get up early in the morning because at an absolute

minimum, I have to let it out to pee,” Shield said.

B- The ASPCA says it has seen an increase in people interested in fostering and adopting

animals in recent weeks.

C- People are bringing home all kinds of living creatures for companionship during this time of

social isolation.

D- For Julianna Caplan, the coronavirus scare became the perfect time to finally get a dog for

her 13-year-old daughters because the whole family is home from work and school.

3. According to the article, WHY did the Wakefield parents buy a blue and silver betta

fish?

A- They hoped it would teach their kids how to be responsible for a pet.

B- They wanted their son to have a pet he could show to his classmates.

C- They thought their daughter should learn how to clean fish tanks.

D- They believed the fish would keep them entertained at home.

4. How did adopting a dog affect Kathy Shield?

A- It inspired her to go to graduate school.

B- It kept her from going outside during a crisis.

C- It helped her to establish a daily routine.

D- It caused her to stay home from her school.

Have you spent time during quarantine with a pet or animal of some kind?

__________________

If you were not with animals, do you wish you would’ve been?

________________________________

If you were with animals, how did that help keep you happy during quarantine?

__________________



Week 5: Day 5

Directions: Read the article. After reading, complete the writing prompt and answer the
multiple choice questions. Then answer the questions at the bottom in complete sentences
about quarantine.

What’s a sporting event look like in an empty stadium?
It was a baseball game, but without the smell of hot dogs or popcorn. The silence at the

game was so pure you could hear the bullpen phone ringing from the dugout. Nothing but
empty, green seats as far as the eye could see. The game at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in
Baltimore, Maryland, on April 29, 2015, was still a baseball game, but a distorted version that no
one who was there ever wanted to witness again.

“Fans play such a big part in generating the intensity when you’re playing at home,” said
Jim Palmer. Palmer was the announcer for the game at Camden Yards that day. “All of that was
gone,” he said.

The 2015 game between the Baltimore Orioles and Chicago White Sox was played to an
empty stadium. It took place amidst civil unrest in Baltimore. A resident of the city, Freddie
Gray, had died in police custody and protests became violent. Due to security risks, MLB
decided to host the game with no fans in attendance.
Contingency Plans For Coronavirus Outbreak

The question of whether a sporting event is still a sporting event if played without fans is
suddenly relevant again this week. Major North American leagues, including the National
Basketball Association (NBA), National Hockey League (NHL) and MLB, are preparing
contingency plans for the growing coronavirus outbreak.

Steps have already been taken in Europe. Soccer matches in Spain, Portugal, France,
Germany and Slovakia have been or will be played in empty stadiums. Italy, one of the countries
hardest-hit by the coronavirus, has canceled all matches for the next month. Baseball leagues in
Japan and South Korea have pushed back the starts of their regular seasons indefinitely.

American teams have been deciding whether to postpone or relocate games, or play them
without fans. It has already been a reality for the NHL’s San Jose Sharks playing in Santa Clara
County in California. Public health officials in the county have banned public gatherings of more
than 1,000 people for three weeks.

Both the NHL and NBA are near the end of their regular seasons. The playoffs are just
around the corner. On March 9, the NBA instructed teams to prepare for the possibility of games
in empty arenas. The prospect of this disappointed star player LeBron James.

“Obviously I would be very disappointed, you know, not having the fans because that’s
what I play for,” James said. “I play for my family. I play for my fans.”

“They’re saying no one could actually come to the game if they go to that point, so I’d be
disappointed in that, but at the same time, you got to listen to the people that are keeping track
of what’s going on. If they feel that it’s best for the safety of the players, safety of the franchise,
safety of the league to mandate that, then we’ll all listen to it.”



NBA And NHL Suspend Seasons

On March ii, the NBA announced the suspension of the rest of the season. On March 12,

the NHL announced that it, too, is suspending its season. Major League Soccer announced on

March 12 that it has suspended its season for 30 days. Opening day for the MLB season was

supposed to be on March 26 this year. On March 12, the league announced it would delay its

opener by at least two weeks. Earlier, it had looked like MLB was more likely to move games

than to play them in empty stadiums.

The notion of games played in empty stadiums or arenas, however, goes against the very

nature of sports as entertainment. If it was impossible to bring crowds to a concert, for example,

the event would be canceled, rather than performed to an empty audience. The Coachella Valley

Music and Arts Festival is a three-day music festival that takes place in the California desert

every year. Organizers announced on March 10 that the festival will be postponed until October

of this year, amid coronavirus concerns. It was supposed to take place in April.

“It would be awful,” Washington Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman said, about

the possibility of playing in empty stadiums. Zimmerman spoke before a spring training game in

West Palm Beach, Florida, “That’s why it’s so hard to play down here. You know the games don’t

count and there is no atmosphere. So having to play games that don’t count in no atmosphere, I

think the product would be tough. We’re all professionals, and I’m sure we would do it, but I

don’t think it would be good.”

Nature Of Sports As Money-Making Enterprise

Staging games without fans also goes against the nature of sports as a money-making

enterprise. Broadcasting games on television has long brought in more revenue than ticket sales

within professional sports. However, teams and leagues stand to lose millions of dollars with

each game that is played to an empty stadium.

That helps explain why, to this day, the 2015 game between the White Sox and Orioles in

Baltimore remains the only game in major North American professional sports to have been

played to no fans in attendance.

“It was surreal,” Palmer, the announcer, said. “People [later] told me they could hear my

voice in the dugout. Normally we have to talk over the crowd. It’s in our headphones. But that

day you could hear everything.”



Writing:

Choose a person, event, or idea from the text. Explain what the text reveals about your chosen
topic.

Questions:

1. Which section from the article BEST explains why sporting events are being
altered?

A- Introduction [paragraphs 1-3]

B- “Contingency Plans For Coronavirus Outbreak”
C- “NBA And NHL Suspend Seasons”

D- “Nature Of Sports As A Money-Making Enterprise”

2. Read the selection from the section “Nature Of Sports As Money-Making
Enterprise.”

Staging games without fans also goes against the nature of sports as a
money-making enterprise. Broadcasting games on television has long
brought in more revenue than ticket sales within professional sports.
However, teams and leagues stand to lose millions of dollars with each game
that is played to an empty stadium.

What conclusion is BEST supported by the paragraph above?
A- Sporting events are broadcasted on television, so very little money will be loss by the
absence of fans.

B- Sporting events are broadcasted on television in the event fans are prohibited from attending
the events.

C- Sport organizations will be more negatively affected than television networks by the absence
of fans.

D- Sports organizations can decide to play without fans if television networks will broadcast their
games.



3. According to the article, why was basketball player LeBron James disappointed

by the NBA’s announcement?

A- He did not like the idea of games being suspended for the rest of the season.

B- He did not think it was necessary to play games in empty arenas.

C- He did not like the idea of playing in games without the motivation and energy of fans.

D- He did not think the people who made the decision were well-informed about the situation.

4. Which of the following MOST influenced Italy’s decision to cancel all soccer

matches for the next month?

A- Other countries in Europe had already made the same decision.

B- The country wanted to be prepared for a coronavirus outbreak.

C- All countries in Europe had been ordered to cancel their matches.

D- Many people in the country had been affected by the coronavirus.

What has kept you busy at home? —

What are you thankful for?

__________

Do you miss school? Why or why not?


